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HE Firſt Man by Rebelli- 
0n againſt his Maker, loſt 
. his Innocence and Felicity , 

and conveyed a ſad Tnheritance of Sin 
and Miſery. to bis Univerſal Progeny : 
Ever ſance, it has been eſteemed a prin- 
cipal part of Wiſdom to prepare the 
Minds of Men to encounter with in- 
uumerable Evils that ſurround them, 
and to preſerve a well-order d. content= 
ed ſtate of Soul, when attually un- 
der the greateſt  4fiitions.* All the 


famous Sophies: of - the - World, the 


moſt celebrated Profeſſors of Patience, 
could not attain to. this 'Shill. Their 


conſolatory Diſcourſes compoſed with ' 


A} Wi 


OE Us = OE INLINE APES CAPO As vey, ome —_— 


Fwy as. a. An Mt 4 


"= "PREFACE. 


Wit and Floquence, are like aſe} 
Fruits of Wax,' that - ſeem to ſurpaſs 
the produftions of Nature, but can 
only pleaſe the ſight, and afford 0 
real re reſhment to the taſte, Or, 
like Rings of Steel that are Joined by 
the attraftive virtue of the Loadſtone, 
that make a Chain fair to the Fye, 
but of no ſtrength and uſe. It was 


nexcuſable Tenorance, their not re- 


| ſolving "Temporal Evils to their proper 


Phn. I. 2, 
"i 


Sed tan- 
Fum cum 
Fortuna 
ſe aigla- 
diari m0- 
anentis 
omnibus 
gloriane 
Fur, Lat, 
bib, Jo: 


Original, the righteous Providence of 
_ T hey erefted a blind and fool- 
Power under the title of Fortune, 
to a= x in this Sphere of mutability': 
They always boaſt of. their playing a 
Prize with: Fortune, and triumph over 
a Phantome- of hits.” 'own Fiftion. 
T his Conceit:was both't impious and un 
comfortable ;  impious., to take the 
Scepter \. of Government from God's 
hand, and "attribute to ' the fooliſh 
Pleaſure of. oo what is ordered 
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by his Providence : And uncomfort- 


| able, for they fancied their Deity 


to be blind , without diſcerning be- 
tween the worthy and unworthy , 
and inexorable to the complaints 
of the injured, and the Prayers of 
the miſerable. 'The common 'To- 
picks from whence they hardened 
themſelves are, That none are ex- 
empted in this open ſtate from Af- 
fliting accidents, the common tri- 
bute of Mankind : : That 'tis mm 
vain to ſtruggle with what 1s irre- 
faſtible : That Death is the balm 
and cloſe of all Evils. And the 
beſt of their moral Arguments for 
Patience under Sufferngs, ſuch as 
the dignity of the reaſonable Soul; 
and that nothing inferior to -it 
ſhould have power, or is worthy to 
put it into confuſion ; That © Virtue 
is the nobleſt Perfedtion, and is int- 
creas d by the moſt difficult Exer- 
A 4 ciſe 3 
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iſe; That is : beft to yield up 
our ſelves to the Divine diſpoſal. 
Theſe Arguments are with \ infinite 
more advantage. fropounded' im the 
Sacred Scriptures: And for Chriſti= 


ans. to attend to- the. nſtruftions of 


natural Reaſon, . and negle& the 
Divine Revelations of the Goſpel, 


- a folly like that of the ſilly In- 
dians of Mexico, who having: plen- 


ty of Wax, the natural Work, of 


the Bees , zee made uſe of Fire- 
brands to light them in the Night; 
that ' afforded a little Light mix'd 
with a great deal of Smoak. Briefly, 
They: had but wavering conjeftures 
of the future State, and the Re- 
compences thereof ; from whence are 
derived the moſt powerful - Motives 
of Afive and Paſſive Obedience 'to 
the. commanding - and diſpofmg Wilt 
of God': But -in the Sqripture are 
lat Jown in the cleareſt. Manner , 
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and with infallible aſſurance ; ſuch 
Principles \'as are effeftual to com- 
poſe the Mind to patient Suffering, 
and to meet with valiant Reſoluti- 
on all the terrible contrarieties in 
the way to Heaven. It declares, 
That Sin opened an entrance unto 
all the current adverſaties in the 
World, which are the evident fiens 
of God's diſpleaſure againſt it. In 
anguiſh we are apt to diſpute with 


Providence, and an imagination of 


Innocence kindles Diſcontent : Of this 


impatience, ſome even of the beſt 


Moral Heathens were guilty ; Titus 


and Germanicus charged the Gods 


with their untimely, and in their 


apprehenſion undeſerved Deaths ; but 
the due ſenſe of Sin will bumble 
and quiet the Mind under Suffer- 
ings ; it direfts us to conſecrate our 
Sorrows, to turn the flowing Stream 
into the Channel of Repentance. 
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And thus the Paſſion of Grief , 
which, if terminated on external 
Troubles, is. barren and unprofitable , 
it can neither retrieve onr loft Com- 
forts, nor remove any oppreſſing 
Evil ; if .it be imployed for our 
Offences , prepares us for Divine 
Mercy, and is infinitely beneficial 
ta ns. And thus by curing the 
Cauſe of Afiftions, our Guilt that 
deſerves them, we take away the 
malignity and poiſon of them. The 
Word of - God aſſures, us, that all 
the perturbations and diſcords in the 
paſſages of our -Lives are ordered 
by his Wiſdom' and Will, fo that 
without extinguiſhing the two eyes 
of Reaſon and Faith, we muſt ac- 
knowledge - his Providence , and ob- 
ſerve hr deſign m all, which is 


either to excite us when guilty of 


a careleſs negle#, or remiſs per- 
formance of. our Duty , or to' reclaim 
us 


A Oda 


OO REIN EO a EE irs OI 


The - PREFACE, 


Us. from- our excurſions and devia- 
tions.'. from the "narrow ' way that 


leads to Life. Indeed there is no- 


thing more . common nor more fa- 


tal:; than \ for affiifted \ Perſons to 


| ſeek by carnal diverſions and con- 


temptible comforts, to overcome their 
Melancholy , ' and the ſenſe of Di- 
vine Judgments ; and hereby they 
add new ' Guilt , and provoke new xg... ;., 
diſpleaſures, 'This preſages and ace '3 "+ 
celerates fmal Ruin ; for ſuch 
whom Afiiftions do not reform, are 
left as incorrigible. 

But above all encouragenents, the 
Goſpel ſets before us the Suffer- 
ings of our Redeemer, and direfts 
all bis Diſciples in ſincerity to ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to the contem- 
plation and expeFtation of Troubles 
on Earth : It tells them 'tis a branch 
of their Religion , to Suffer with 
bim chat they may Reign with 


him. 
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him.. And : what «4s "mare reaſone. | 
able, "than if our Saviour endured | 
ſuperlative'' Sufferings' to purchaſe 
Eterual:Glary for us, that we fhould 
with the'' ſame Mind bear lighter 
Affiittions ito prepare” us for it *-If 
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DECREE 


this Proncigile be. alive and ative ' 
in our Breaſts, That our prefent 
Afiiftions 'ſhall determine in our fu- | 
ture Happineſs, when 'Time ſhall | 
ceaſe and Eternity ſucceed ; this will | 


encourgge us to ſerve God with 
our beſt affeftions when our days 
are overcaſt with Sorrow, as in a 


bright Proſperity : This will ſecure 


our . Paſſage through a ſtormy tem- | 
peſtuous World, as if it were a 
= Pacifick Cee, knowing that 
Divine Pravidence always 2 91ides us | 


to the Port ' of eternal Tranquility. 
This is the ſubſtauce of what 1s 
amplified in -the following "Treatiſe. 
And whilfs there gre Miſeries wn 
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the World, no Diſcourſes are more 


1 | ſeaſonable and uſeful than thoſe that 
+ | lighten our oppreſſing Sorrows, and 
{ | that enable us with uniformity and 
7 | eonſtancy in all the changes of this 
f | mortal Life, to purſue our eminent 
e | End. The Holy Spirit, the great 
+ | Comforter, apply theſe Truths to the 


- | Hearts of the Affifted. 


William Bates. 
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MATTH. XXVL 39. +: 
And be went a little further, and fel 
on his face, and prayed, ſaying, 0 
my Fatber, if it be poſſible, let this 
cup 'paſs 'from me': Nevertheleſs, 


1 | not" as I will, but 7 as thou wilt. 


H E Words are'our Saviour? 's 
Prayer at his private Paſhon 
in the Garden. ''In Paradiſ & 
. was. the firſt Scene of Man's 
* Sin, 26d in a Garden the ficft Scene of 
an ef s Sorrows. W 
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He was now in the near view of his 
extream Sufferings; the fatal hour ap- 
proach'd when he was to die with all 
the concur jrougnſtpnceap: Shame 
and Cruoky.- His Nature was Hu- 
man and Holy, and therefore appre- 
henſive of Miſery and the Wrath of 
God. In this Exigency, He fell on his 
Face, a-Poſtuee-of humble Reverence, 
and with carpeſinels prayed, faying, 
O my Father, an Expreſſion of his ſted- 
faſt Truſt in the Love of God : IF ix 
be poſſible, not with reſpeU to His Abſo- 
lute Power, for by that he could eaſily 
have: preſerved him-; bat with reſpett 
to: his Sovereign. Pleaſure, .and Eternal 
Decree i Let this Cup poſi from me; 
that implies g' compleat Deliverance | 
from _ Rage of the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, the. Porverte: World in 
comantieg with .chem. . He ſuffered 
innocent Nature to a& as Nature, for 
he ſubmitted to gur Jakes 

out our. Imperfettians: 
theleſs not as 'T.n willy + .4S how j 
His Potion Was: ed. with 
'of 'Sabmillt 100 3 1.4" re 
tare, that rec6iPd from ſuc | 
was over-ruled by the refignation of 
% Gr Abe, 


A | 
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Grac:. There was no repugnancy; but 
a ſubordination, between the Senſitive 
Will and the Rational Will, dire&ed 
by his! Mind, that foreſaw. the bleſſed 
EffeAs-of his Sufferings , 'the Glory of 
God,: with . the Salwation of loſt. .Man- 
kind. And that juſt Horror, with the 
ſtrong Averlion of his Nature from 
ſuch a terrible: Death, renders his-wil- 
lingneſs more conſpicuous and merit6- 
rious. As Maz, the apprehenſion of 
it put: hit inco-an-Agoxy ; but as Me- 
aiator, by a firm Reſolution and'clear 
Choice he ſubmitted to it. 

Now the. Example of. out ſiffering 
Saviour lays an Obligation on us to 
tranſcribe his Copy ; his Titles in! Stri- 
pture declare both: bis  Eminency. and 
Exemplarineſs: ' He iis our. Head, and 
our Leader, the Captain of our Salva- 
tron, whom we are bound to follow in 
taking up--our. Crofſs': His Sufferings 
were deligned-nat'anly for our Redem- 
Ption, ; bur forour. Inſtruftion/ and: Imi- 
tation. What he commands as God, 
he- perform'd as Man, that we might 
voluntarily yield up -our ſelves to the 
Holineſs and Equizy of- his Law. Thus 
from the Pattern of our Saviour's !Ne- 
bot B portment, 
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portment, the Point of Doctrine is 
this : 


The emtire Reſignation of our Wills to 
the diſpoſing Will of God, is the indiſpen- 
ſoble Duty of Chriſtians under the ſharpeſt 


Ts 


 TInthe Explication and Proof of this 
Point, I ſhall 


I. Conſider what is conſiſtent with | 


this Refonation. 


IT. What is implied 1n it. 


III. The Reaſons to convince us of | 


this Duty of refignize of our ſelves, and 
all our Intereſts to God ; And then ap- 


ply it. 


. IT will, Firſt, Conſider what is con- 
ſiſtent with this voluntary Refignation. 


That will appear ia the following Par- 


' ticulars. 


Firſt, An earneſt Deprecation of an 
impending Judgment, is reconcilable 
with our Submiſſion to the — on, 
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God, declared by the Event. Our Sa- 

viour with Humility and Importuniry 
deſired the removing of the Cup of 
Bitterneſs. We muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
tween God's Law, and his Decree and 


{ Counſel: The Law is the Rule of our 
? Duty, and requires an entire exaQt ſub- 
: jeQtion in all our Faculties , even in 
2 our internal Deſires, in the firſt moti- 
; ons of the Will: The leaft velleity, or 
; riſing of the Heart againſt the Divine 
+ Command, is irregular and culpable ; 
: for notonly the AQs of Sin are forbid- 
: den in every Command reſpeQively , 


but all the Incitations of Concupiſtence, 


? before the deliberate fp mae of the 
; Mind, or the aQtua 


Conſent of the 
Will. But-the Decree of God is not 
the Rule of our Duty ; and fecrer, till 
manifeſted 'by the Event of Things. 
This _ prtemiſed, the Reaſons are 
evident why we tmay pray againft an 
AfMiiQtion. that tkireatens us , without 


| violating our Diity. 


Firſt ; Beeauſe Afi@iotis are Evils 
which the Wilt faturally declines, and 
zre-not deſirable things it! chemfelves, 
They are nor beneficial and _— 

B 2 -£ 
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of our good by any proper Efficacy 
and Operation, but by the over-ruling 
Providence. of God, and the gracious 
Aſfliſtance of his Spirit. When Aaror's 
Rod was put into the SanQtuary, and 
became green and flouriſhing with 
Bloſſoms and Almonds, *twas not from 


any inherent Virtue of, its own , but | 
from the: ſpecial Influence of the Di: 7 


vine Power; for the .other. Rods re- 
mained dead and dry : Thus the happy 
Effe&s. of the affliting Rod are from 
Divine Grace. of " 

Secondly ; There are proper Tempta- 
tions that attend:che afflicted ſtate. Ma- 


ny are encompaſs'd ina {ad Circle ; | 
their 5ins procure Afflictions, and their | 
Afflitions . occaſion many. Sins - In- | 


deed, Tribulation that is lanQified, by. 
a happy gradation worketh , Patience ; 
and Patjence,  Experience.gof the Divine 
Mercy; and Experience »:: Hope ; and, 
Hope maketh not aſhamed. *. But. when 
it. mects with a ſtubborg. Spirit ,: there 
are ſearful deſcents of* Sin : 7ribslation 
excites 1mpatience, ra Bicg 5 e Cau- 


ſcth Perplexity , and that, Deſpair, and 


Deſpair, Confuſion, , The Devil lays. 
his Trains, in, every. Condigion , and: 


ſ{ome- 
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ſometimes by i1mmoderate ' Sorrow , 
ſometimes by inordinate Joy, doth miſc: 
chief to the Soul. And as more pe- 
riſh by Surfeits than Abſtinence, yer 
the Diſeaſes that are cauſed by Empti- 
nefs, are more dangerous and incura- 
ble*than thoſe that proceed from Ful- 


'neſs: So more are ruined by Proſperity 


than Adverſity : But the guilty Paſſjong 


that ferment and rage in Adverſity, are 


more pernicious, and more hardly tem- 
per'd and ſubdued, than the Euxuri- 
ous Appetites that are fomented and 
drawn forth by Proſperity. We are di- 


reCfted by our Saviour to pray, that we 
may ot be 'led into Temptation, and to 


be delivered from all Evil. + 
Secondly'; 'A' tyournful fenſe of Af- 
flictions ſent from God, is conſiſtent 


with a dutiful Refignation of our ſelves 


to his Will. *Twas the vain Boaſt of 
che Philoſophers, That thews. InſtruCti- 


ons would fortify Men with ſuch mag. 
\nanimous. Principles, and generaus'Spi- 
rits,'as with an equal calm Tranquility 
of Mind to encounter all the fierce and 


ſorrowful - Accidents to which-''they 
might be expoſed here : They ſpeak: - 


high againſt Fortune and Fate, anii're- 
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ſolve ſtubbornly, that no miſery, whe- 


ther Poverty or Diſgrace, Torments or 


Nikil agis 
bor, Death, ſhould extort from then a con- 
quamvis feſion that it was Miſery. "Twas one 


/: mf of their Aﬀtioms, That a Wiſe Man is 
:eefſe cn- not ſubje& to the viciſſitudes and inſta- 
freer *%- bility of things here below z That he 


Jomus, fuffers no conflict of contrary Paſſions 

in his Breaſt ; That he is always above 
*Talizef jn the * Serene, where no Tempeſts 
Japientis can diſturb, no Eclipſe can darken his 


qualizMur- Mind ; But - theſe proud pretenſions 
hare were empty of reality. Indeed ſuch a 


na», ſem- perfea exemption from all afflicting 


p:r ils Paſſions, is-neither poſſible nor regular 
{reve in our preſent ſtate ; Nor poſlible, for 


under ftrong pains, the Soul ſuffers in 
its ſufferings ; and- while, we are thus 
compounded, the loſs of thofe Com- 
forts that ſypport and ſweeten the pre- 
ſent Life, muſt cauſe Grief, *Tis eaſy 
to utter brave Expreſſions, and lay 
down. ſevere Precepts in contempt iof 
Evils.+ when they are at a diſtance, 
1 5,5"* but hard co ſuſtain the:Spirit under the 
excidunt , cum Mors proprius acceſſit, cum anum popoſeit, 1 
ill; acere, fagile poder a — cifernia, © Sopck abr3-iek 


the 


the beſt Men are not all Spirig, but uni- : 
ted to Fleſh; and when the Body is © 
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the: aftual feeling of them ; *tis one 
thing to diſcourſe of a Battel, and ano- 
ther to: be engaged in the heart of it. 
But ſuppoſing by a Philoſophical Charm 
the Heart were ſo hardned as to be 
proof againſt the maſt piercing AMiQi- 
ons, fuch a forced inſenfibility is not 
regular, but proceeds from the extinCti- 
on of Humanity and Piety 3 and- that 
will appear by conſidering AffliQions 
in a natural or moral reſpeQ. 

Firſt ,, in & natural reſpeQ, for fo x. 
they are deſtructive or oppreflive Evils, 
and a penlive feeling of them is ſyita- 
ble to the Law of. our Creation ; for 
the HumaneNature is fram'd& with ſuch 
: Senſes and . Paſſions, as according to 
: God's intention ſhould be affefted ſuita- 

| blyto che Quality of theirobjeQts;; and 
if the Soul as rationally , 'tis moved 
accordingly. A: Saint on Earth is nt 
-a Saint in -Heaven , raiſed above all 
Diſaſters and Troubles, freed from all 
hurtful imprefſions from without, and 
ſorrowful 1mpreflidns within, but is lia- 
ble to affliQing evils: And it is becoming 
his Duty to have his paſſions pliable to 
bis condition, bur without exceſs ; the 
Eyes muſt not bedrown'd, nor dry,but 
tenderly affeQed. B 4 Se- 
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Secondly ; Conſidered in' a moral 
reſpe&, as they are ſent from the high 
and juſt Providence of ' God, it'is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary there ſhould be. an 
humble reſentment of his Diſpleaſure. 
This is a conſequent of the former; 
for if our afteionsareſeared up, that 
we do-not- feel the ſtroke , how' ſhall 
werregardithe hand that ſmites us '? [If 
we are not ſenſible of AMittions ,, we 
are {ccure in our Sins. : Natural Sor- 
row is antroduQtive of Godly Sorrow. 
There are two extreams to be-avoided 
by the afflicted, according to the direQi- 
on of ' Solomon in the perſon of 'Wit- 
dom , and repeated by the Apoſtle : 
My ſox, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening 
of the 'Lord, nor faint whon thou art r#- 
buked® of him. Some are diſcouraged 
and over-born by AMiQions as inſup- 
portable ; others are ſtubborn and care- 
leſs; and never lay them 'to heart-:; 
they never look upward to the: ori- 
ginal efficient Cauſe:,'-an Offended 
God, nor + inward: to' the impulfive 
deſerving Cauſe, their Sins ; but eſteem 
themforcuicous Events that happen in 
chis mutable ſtate, without a deſign to 
correct and reform Sinners; or- to: pro. 
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ceed from a blind neceflity , things of 
courſe ; or meerly regard the ſecond 
Cauſes. and\ Inſtruments of their trou- 
bles : xaccordingly , when (they meer 
-with: Calamities, all their care is by a 
-preverſe ſhift to ſeek for relief only in 
+Femporal, Comforts ; without ſerious 
applying .themlelves «ro. God , whote 
-endin {ending Troubles, is- to reclaim 
us from:Sin . to Holineſs, from Earth 


'to Heaven, from the Creatures to him- 


felfict rom F 
- This ſecret Atheiſm; like a benum- 


-ming Opium, ſtupifies che Conſcience 8 


andthe inſenfibility off God's hand in- 
ficting Evils, 'isas different- from Chri- 
tian Patience” 'and - Conftancy;,' as a 


' mortal-Lethargy is' fromthe quiet, ſoft 
. Sleep of Health: Nothing. kindles his 


Anger:: more than neglecting it ; 'ris 
equally 'provoking: with the 'deſpiſing 
of his Love :'Ir: is 'aiſymptom of a 
wretched ftate of Soul'; if there pro- 


ceed no fighs and groans, no figns''of 


grief from the ſenſe of God's diſplea- 


ſure, it.is a ſad evidence there is no 


Spiritual: -Life. -Indolence under the 


" effe&s : of iGod's Anger, is like the 


ſtillneſs'of ithe dead Sea, whoſe Calm 
is 
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isa Curſe. TheJews,tho intitled thePeo- 
ple of God, are deeply charg'd for this 


prodigious Madneſs ; Q Lord, thou heft 


ſtruck them, but they have. not prieved ; 
thou haſt conſumed them', but they refu- 


ſed to receive correttion : they have made © 


their faces harder than # rock , they have © 
refuſed to return," Jer. 5.3. We have | 


whole Quarries of ſuch* obdurate 
Wretches among(t us ; this impenitent 
diſregard of God's hand is a dreadful 
| -preſage of future and more heavy 
Judgments. Who ever hardned him- 
ſelf againſt the Lord, and proſpered ? 
Do we provoke the Lord tojealouſy?are we 
ftronger than he? The moſt refraQory 
hecan compel to acknowledg with bit- 
ter lamentations his Wickedneſs and 
Weakneſs, how unable he 1s to contend 
with his Judge. But ſuppoſing a re- 
ſpite from puniſhmeat here, there is an 


Hell prepared for ſtubborn Sianers , 


where'is Weeping and Wailing for ever. 
Whom the Rods do not awaken, the 
Scorpions ſhall. 


Secondly ; I ſhall now proceed to ! 
_ explicate what is included in the reſign- * 
- ment of our ſelves to God :an times of : 
- Aflition. This will be made evident + 


by : 


| 
*} 
LY 


wo 
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- by conſidering the leading powers and 
s | faculties which Grace ſanctifies and 
ft works in, accarding to their natura] 
3 ſubardination. 

- | The Underſtanding approves the ſe- 
le | vereſt diſpenſations of Providence to 
e | begood, that is for reaſons, though 
e } .fometimes unſearchable, yet always 
e | righteous, and for gracious ends to the 


It ; Saints. When Hezekiah heard the 


So «8 


it | Divine Enjoyments ; that the wa 
; whic 


Ifa. 39. 
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which is ſowed with Thorns, and wa- 
tered with Tears, leads ro Heaven ; 
the Heart is compliant with the ſharpeſt 
methods of Providence. But thefe 
things will be more fully opened under 
theſeveral heads of Arguments to en- 
(rn Pay. '- *. 

This Relignment principally conſiſts 
in the conſent and ſubjeAion of the 
will to the 'Orders of Heaven. The 
Will is an imperious Faculty , natural- 
ly impatient of oppoſition to its Deſires, 
and we pay the higheſt honour to 


- "God in' the loweſt ſubmiſhon of our 


Wills to his Appointments. Tis trite 
the Will cannot make a dire choice 
of Evil, ' nor love Afiidions, but the 
Holy Spirit by a powerful Operation 
ſo diſpoſeth it, as to renounce its own 


inclinations when diſcordant-with the 


Will of God: And the more'/humble, 
ready and entire the Submiffion*is , the 
more difficult and harſh the denial of 
our natural deſire is , the mor&fyperna- 
tural Grace ſhines and'is” acceptable. 
It is the'perfeQtion of Holineſs to de 
what God loves, and to'love what 
God does. ' There is a rare-example of 
this ia David's Carriage , when _ 
1s 
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his greateſt AfMiQion : 'twas in 


his flight ſrom his Son 44b/a/om , who 


endeavoured to deprive him of his 


Kingdom and Life. 47d the king /aid 
unto Z adock the prieſt , Carry back the 
ark of God into the city: if 1 ſhall find 
favour in his eyes, he will bring me again, 
and ſhew me both it and his habitation ; 
but if he ſball ſay, T have no aclight is 
thee, behold, here I am, let him do to me 
as ſeems good unto him. O happy frame! 
his Spirit was fo equally ballanced , 
That if: God would ſuffer a Rebel that 
violated the-moſt tender and ſtriQt rela- 
tions of a Son and Subje& to a Gracious 
Father and. Sovereign , the Murtherer 
of. his Brother , and a Parricide in his 
delires, to uſurp his Throne, he humbly 
ſubmitted to it. 

_ 'Fhe Duty of Reſignation conſiſts in 
the compoſure of the AﬀeRQions to a jult 
meaſure and temper, when under the 
ſharpeſt Diſcipline. Of the Paſſions , 
{ome are-tender and melting, others are 
fierce and ſtormy, and if a ponderous 
opprefſing Evil happen, or the loſs 
of, that, good that. was very pleaſing , 
they fometimes, Jgin together, as the 
Clouds at. the. ſame: time .Giſſolve in 
np | | Showers, 
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Showers, and break forth in Thunder 
and Lightning. Now when ſanQifi- 
ed Reaſon hath a due Empire overt 
them, and the Soul poſſeſſeth it ſelf in 
Patience, it is a happy effe& of Reſig- 
nation to the Divine diſpoſal. Of this 
we have an eminent inſtance ith the 
afflicted Saint foremenitioned When 
David was ſo wickedly reproathed by 
Shimzi, and Abiſhai fired with Indigna> 
tion, would preſently have taken eXx+ 
emplary revenge , by ſtopping his 

2Sam. 16, Breath for ever : Should this dead dog 

9, 10. curſe my Lord the King ? Let me go 
over , Þ pray thee, and take off his head. 
How cool and calm was David's Spirit ? 
he felt no #ſtuations nor tumults with- | 
in, expreſt no outragious complaints, # 
but ſaid, Let him curſe, becauſe the Lord | 
hath ſaid to him, Curſe David. There 
is a twofold exceſs of the Sorrowful 
AﬀeQtions in Troubles : | | 


I. In the degrees of them, ' © 
IT. In'the continuance. 


Firſt ; In the degrees of them, whett 
they exceed their cauſes. AMiQive 
things that deeply wound us, are 


% 
ms 


ally 
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ally repreſented by | the refleQion of 
Sorrow , with all the heightning Cir- 
cumſtances, the Loſs as unvaluable, the 
Evil as intolerable. As objetts appear 


| greater than their true proportion, when 


ſeen through a Miſt ; ſo do Evils, ap- 
prehended through Grief:and after ſuch 
a falſe judgment the Paſſions take their 
violent courſe, and the Spirit finks un- 


| der: overwhelming heavine. The 


Soul is diſabled from performing what 
belongs to' ity -with reſpe& to the pe- 
neral and particular Calling, and can- 
not with freedom wait upon God, but 
negles its duty and felicity. Twas 
the complaint of the aMiQted Poet, 


Hei mihi quod miſeros prudentia prima 
relinguit. 


The firſt effeRt of miſery is black-con- 


fuſion in the thoughts, that the Mind 


doth not diſtinQly conſider and apply 
ſuch- things as would be effetual to 

mitigate, or remove it. Beſides , as - 
when the Stream overflows the channel, 
it runs foul and turbid: ſo immoderate 
Sorrow often cauſerth ſecret Diſcontent 
and Anger & the Almighty, diſquie- 
ting 
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ting and tormenting 'rifings- of: heart 
again(t his Providence. All Things are 
diſordered and turbulent:in the little 
and marvellous-Monarchy of the Saul. 
And ſ{uch:ſceds of incitation are 1n our 
corrupt Nature, ;that in;the extremity 
of Anguiſh, the furious Paſſions {ivell 
into a Srorm ; andbreak: the 'reſtraints 
of reaſon and Grace. : Job 10a hor-fit 
expoſtulares ſtrangely with-God; Is ic 
good unto thee that thou ſbouldeſt oppreſs ? 
He was a; Holy. Man, apgi a: Prophet , 
who in the Paroxiſaviot his: Paſſton, 
carſt the day of his birth.' _\ 154) 4 

Secondly ; . There is an 'exceſs/in' the 
continuance. {CEITITIOS 21, 7 

Deep Grief doth more arreſt the 
Thoughts upan -its obje&t, than 'the 
 affefion of Joy doth. The» Mind is 
not ſo eaſily diverted from what afflias, 
as-from what delights: The! main ſtrain 
. of the Soul is towards the; mournful. 
' Obje&; and in the midſt of: Comforts 
| to ſupport the fainting Spirits; there 
ſtill remains a fad remembrance of that 
which tormentcs i: a ſwarm-of ſtinging 
thoughts continually - wound and! in- 
fame the Breaſt: no Counſels prevail, 
but the -Soul- iis reſolved -1n its 

| EE grief, 
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griefcand always: xeltteh with ;a birrer © 
deſi 


re of what! is: irrecoyerable; -- Thus 


| LIE Re 


the, Prophet deſcribes the-muſery:of Ra- 


bhel, weeping for her children, avd would Jer.31.15] 


of be comforted; #ecauſe they were not. As 
qme . Venomous, ; Creatures turn. all 
that chey eat.into Poiſon, ſo; obſtinate 
Soarraw takes.occaſion fromevery-thing 
t9. encreaſe it ſelf,- This conſumes.'the 
ſtrength , andithe, Mournerlives/ only 
to feel his Miſery, and (thinks Death 
too ſlow for him, that was fo precipi- 
tate:for the perſon lamented; : Thus 
by the fixed Contemplation of its: Trou- 
ble , the Soul, is diftraQed; from its 
heavenly Original ,; and; from;'purſir- 
ing. its bleſſed end ,. and, indulgeth-- its 
Sorrow , as if the, loſs of a; Temporal 
Comfort were utterly . undoing to-it. 


.. This obſtinate grief -is ,mconſfiftent 
with... 2 . Teligned; frame: of: .Spirit« 
Though in.greas; AMiQtionszitherewall 
be a conflict of .Nature, gng1dt;.is: Wiſh 
dom to let Grief breatheforth;and have 
a paſlage, yer. Grace, will; aſſwage. the 
Fury. and. limit: the time”), , by: regards 
ing the Will of: God, and by deriving 
from the 'Springs,;of Comfors::above, 
"hat C {ome 
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fome inward refreſhings , when the 
Streams below totally fail.  / Do 

I ſhall now propound the Argu- 
ments that will clearly convince us of 
this Doty of Refign#tion; ſorhe of 
which are powerful to filefice all rebel- 
lious Arguings, and ſuppreſs alt rhe 
tranſports' of the Paſſions; others to 
raiſexhe'drooping Spitits, and incline | 
the Heart to a calm yielding, and coth- || 
pleat ſubjAion to the: Divine Will: | 


The firſt Argument ariſeth from | 
God's Original Supteain Right iti our | 
Perſons, 'and all things we enjoy: - He } 
is the Fountain of Being, and produced 
us out of the' depth: of our native no+ | 
thing; and made us little lower than the 
Angles. He is the Author of all our 
Good, the juſt and true Proprietor of 
all his Beriefitss From hence reſalts 
his' Sovereigrity and Dominion over us , 
which is declared in-:his Law, and the 
diſpenfations-of his Providence. © His 
Law is\'the Rule of our Lives and 
AQions , ' his 'Govertithg' Providence 
the Rule of our Sufffings and Paſ- 
fions. There is 'iidifpetifibly due, | 
a free and full Obedjehes- to his Com- 

7924 mands, 
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thands, and at entire univerſal Reſigna- 
tlon to the Orders of his Providence. 
The, enjoythetit of all our Bleffings is 
fork his pute.Gooddeſs; and rich Boan- 
5 which requires obr huthble and 
ioriate Thaakfulneſs ; afd his. re- 
fumption of them ſhould be erirercain- 
ed with a Holy and a Patient Submiſfi- 
on. He gives ther) freely, and tnay re- 
call thend ac his pleaſure: In. whatſo- 


ever inſtarice his Will is declared 
muſt with Humility arid Meeknie 


al. 
i ſhits- 


mie; for he hath an equal Empire in 
diſpoſing all things that are equally his 
own,. and we are bound by an equal 
Obedience to acknowledge His Dotniini- 
on. When . El; received the tefrible 
meſſage of. the'ruin of his Farhify ; the 
final exciſion of ic from the dignity of 
the Prieſthood ,' he patichtly ſubttiits : 
It is tht Lord; let bim do whit ſeemeth 


' good. The tneer deſire of exemhpti- 
ai his over-tuling Will, is 2 ti6k- 


-_— 
* 


hous Sin; and a tubbotn ucdcdtapliance 
With it in the iſſues of things , is di- 
nefaritude , 


e& Rebellion, mixt with ins! 
dſteuQive ro our preſedc Pear 
ppinefs. If © the A 


would for a White ſdſpend their Tears 
> II IM C 3 and 


W-fe 


Fitted 
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and Sighs, and with, free Reaſon can- 
ſider , that what relation ſogvtr hey 
had in their deareſt Lols, wherh, Jer 
Father, a Son ,-of a Hysband or Wiſs, 
or. apy. other. amiable. and paJionay 
bps, yet God hath a' nearer right; 
juſter claim in rhoſe Perſo ONS, . Oe 
by the.” beſt it les. of fFArieg, 


Reds EMPLion,, it. would. pot eng 
"and. of Bo | 
PRNEs Inorgjnate; ny Jur | = 


Pricfy. i my Em. Wa er red from hi 
VOUT,, and { Out Pals on was Tbs ; 
10g on. ,1 «Will, for [re tight 1 in AS | 


Crcatires 15 {#2 able. . P This C 
eration. was the. gungation: of: 
Patience ; 4 when he was {tripe 0 2 
his outward Comforts... how Cop po: 

ſed v was. he in bis mind! 10 confiderate 

10. ky Words ! A: refleas upon his.Na- 

Job r, 21: tive : Poverty, Naked cant Tento the world, 
| and "naked- ſat I  retury' thither : And | 

adores' God's | Dominion , The Lord 

bath given , and. the Lord hath taken , A 

ble ed be his name. -Agd Farther, that 

which by.immed gi; te. connetion, fol- 

lows the: neg of the glorious 
Majeſty of - our "natural | 
mea gd EY The di- | 
ſtarice | 
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ſtance and diſproportion'is ſo -vaſt' be- . 
wee: him and us, that'we are nor a- 
ble to- conceive the” full and juſt Idea 
of + his®:Excellent- Greatneſs : We are 
faia roafſiſt our Vinds in the Thoughts | 
of God "by © ſenſible "repreſentations: ; 
andico expreſs out? Conceptions by 
borcowed; terms ;\ His Immenſity: by 
#heQcean ; his: Eternity by the''feturn+ 
ingof.:a[Circle into ir ſelf 5 his Power, 
by-Thunder ; his' Majefty by the Sun 
in-its Meridian''Splendors. As the 
flyiag:'Fiſhes , (Shoals'of which' are. 
met in failing to the- Tzajes ,) can' -fly 
no” longer: than: i-rheir: Wings retnajin 
moiſt 3” when 'thofe/ *Membraney ' are | 
dry;\they: cannot move;,' and areforc'd 

to dipithemſelves again irithe Sea; Hy be 
by ſofcning them,” they "may refew 
their-"Flight :' Thus*when' we aſcend 
in-ouri Minds to God , we form” "nb 
-Conceptions but' what take their rife © 
fronv ſenſible things', which mfinitely 
fall ſhore of his Perfe&tions. Who'can 
fully underſtand the: tranſcendent "Ex- * 
cellencies of his Nature'? 'Whocan de-.... 
{ſcribe what is ineffable,/and moſt' wot- + 
thy. to be ador'd with'ſilent admiration. |. 
and extaſy of Mind'?: He dwells in' that 

[ C3. Light 
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Sr. D_ 4 {t compre __ f hes Glory Be- 
declares rhe mo eſemce Lek, . thout | 
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dos One vir Es ON 
mere 100i0g : =_ , Vet ip rn Spirix ; 
ns Fe es oo, en ro 
rr, ms CT ble Neiry'e Number , oeopell' 
pe, 19-o his <8 divided mn "is not COM 3; 
cio - Hd Dor aa _ He'is by Liberty, 
refer fuled in —_R Times If ve altond | 
Coder by Neceſſ *1 by Time; hr At Ages, : 
j=* 2 Ye or meaſyr PG afteing ding cOM- 
as fa þ #6. Unger ſtanding com- | 
cum off in then his Thai 249: glear - oath Ao 
—_— bo eh ded Wn x and dur de the G 
57 hal comp wr 109 dr = | 
entelig who . s powerfu uphgl : 
ve of 1 1 ape pn" World, and '\with 
De Fe. le ag hh was rot, by 
Ile ef 2 Flattery, (wvho--a5 's Trait Philoſo- : 
uklins 2th from. th leis Ne Myon! 
_ a” 4s » 1n rg 3dr Told: His 
primo Arcane ft, ofthe Pho Unices 
inte" Soygreig Ces avert Cannes: 
trabunt ; Providence f tha Uoive Vertue : 
Lene th , the" Vie &hour- His and 
wee — WE ins. all : Wit Wiſdom 
fre ids tha falta is #politive Wil 
—— nd , has eps o 
Imperit ſul Han , ; 
 trabaciur, ; 
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Power, the iwhole Frame would disband 
and fall into Confuſion and Ruin. He is 
ſeated upon the Throne of the Univerſe. 
Thouſand thouſands of glorious Spirits 
winiſter unto him, and:iten t houſand 
times ten thanſend ſtand befare him, ia 
the quality. and humility of :his Ser- 


vants, ready: to execute his Com-. 


mands. | He is the Judge of the Li- 
ving and-the Dead, that diſpoſeth of 
Heaven-:and;- Hell for: Ever. . And 
what” is. Man ?: a little Breathing Duſt; 
He is-infigitely above-us 3; and fo 
ſtrangely -condeſcends, .m having a 
tender care of: us , that/'the - P/a/miſ# 
was - ſwallowed up :in - Excaſy and 
Amazement- at the thoughts of it : 
Lord, what. is man that thou art mind: 
ful of him ? -or the ſon of -man that 
thou. regardeſt him ? Nay.,, we are be» 


aeath his Anger , as-a Worm is got 
worthy of the: indignation of:an An-_ 


gel. Now the more we::\magaify 
God, and exalt. his Authority. ia our 
Judgments, the mare. our :Wills are 
prepared-to..yield to i him : His Excels 
ieus) wil:wake us afraid to oppoſe his Pro- 
widence.'Whep the Son of Godappeared 
ta.Sasl in his Glory, and commanded in 

; C 4 Perſon , 


Wo ha 


Pſul. 8. 


Tix rar Dey 
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Perſon, - he: preſently letsifel]ohis Arms 
of Dekiance and Hays) Lord',* inbas 
wilt thou have me to do & -iHis Refigna= 
tion was” abſolute ;-+vnorhing was {0 
hard to do: norhing«ſo> formidable+ rs 
ſuffer ,* but \ hexwas :readp'.to” accons+ 
pliſh and endure | ih' obedience to | 
Chriſt.” The more we debaſs andavi® | 
lify our felves, the: more zafy it will 
be ro beat: what! Godinflis;' Humi- 
lity . difpoſeth"oto [Submilſion;:-»Out | 
Paſſions:ate::not-excited: atirhe: break- | 
ing 'of: an cordinaty Glafsizitbut if ia 
Veſſel :of iwChriſtal -be-t: broken , -it 
moves us ©'the-lower-:eſteern-:we have 
of ' our :ſ{elves ; ithe': lefs-- we ſhall:be 
tranſporteJ;::for any breach: that” is 


made uponus; We read :n''the Hiſto- 


ry of Fob jo many: heavy* Complaints 
utrered by: him -of his:Stfferiggs ,»-all 
the 1ad::'Figures: of ''Pallionate!: Etos 
quence madeuſeof to! repreſenc theny, 
and theifrumwteſs Eflays of his Friends, 


_ that didyather:'exaſperare:tharappeaſe. 


his Spirit”: zAnd-it'is wery.obſervable!, 
that. '\whan -the:\Lord-interpoltd: Gin 
ſelf to\ pltify the' ways: oft. chi ' Prove 
dence:;;,4ie :dith not charge! Wþoar him | 
the guilcrof:quis Sins" chat atErved'che | 
$57/115% * 08. {evereſt 
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deveteſt Judgments; : but appears in his 
Glory ,::;and: reminds hin: of! ' his ori- 


y 


ginal;nothing. 2#here weft thou 'when I Job 38. 4. 


{aid-' the: foundkt ions. of the cieapth'' f 
azehare,” if: thou aſt underſtanding; © He 
opens':td him ſome of - the: 'Excellen- 
ciesof) the” Deity in the! works ' of 
Creation''arid! Providence y/ arid the 
preſent effec: was \, Job: adored with 


-bamble iReverence the Divine! (Ma-. 


gefty,. and woknowledped his:own un» 
worthineſs RiBehbold,. I ans wile; what 
ball Tanfw wheett 1 will-lay'my hand 
po my mouth; | now -mine-eyes ſee thee , 
T1 xbhoy my felf, and 'irepent \in-daſt- and 
wſbes::. The, thickeft- fmoak' by  af- 
cending, 'diffipates and vaniſhes. If the 
coubled :Sout-did aſcend cro Heaven:, 
and: conſider that - even+the? work 
:Evils' are: either- fromthe operation 

or -permiſſion 'of © rhe [Divie-Provi- 
:dence;the Cloudy difturbiog:Fhoughts 
and: Paffions would: be preſently. :ſcat- 
rered;”:*Dauidfhid a"! bleſſed © Experi- 
meat of. thisicin” his 'diftreſs2 {i was 
Hand; |: at opened: n0t my" wont bj be- 
*tnſe" thou #idf-ir.' Such ian awfal 
-apprehenſioh hovhadi of God:,' 'astran- 
:{cendently ſuperior to him; | and: unac- 
| —_ | countable 
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countahle for: his proceedings. When 
any -1mpatient Thoughts- ariſe ;;owe 
ſhould -preſtarly chan them up, for 
there...is: Rolly. and: Fury: in them : 
What «am. I: that\, my. ſyllen Spiric 
ſhould diſpute againſt the Orders-of 
Heaven ? that my Peſltons/ſhould. re- 


fiſt the Wull of the: higheſt Lord '? 


that my Delires ſhould depaſe bim 
from his Throne? For-chys: by impli- 
cation. and coplequence they do., who 
are vei'd at bis Providance.' A Holy 


Soul will-tkewble atithe Bhovghts of | - 


it. - Methighs Gad.ſpecks-to- che. ab- 


flited agd-difturbed Soul, inthe | 
words of 'ebe Plale , Be flil, and kaow | 


that I. am' God. | Fe gthual confide- 
ration-of bis Supremacy will be pow- 
erful to:' Jay the growing. Storm af 


Paſſions. JImpatience-amethfram the 


1gnotance. of : Gad and :our (elves. 


Secondly; The Righteauſnek of Gad | 


in all his. ways ,| if | duly -comfidered: 

will. comdel, rhe iAMi&ed Spirit to 
quiet and. bumble Submiſſion... He. is 
fever anjarigys to. us when he. deprives 


us.of our {yecteſt:iang.mot.pregious 


comforts, becauſe ;iwe; thave / 


red the; forfgiture of :all, He is: not 
21295 cruel 


Nos 


of Relignatton. -— 
cruel in {zying the heavieſt puniſhments © 
upon us, for we deferve them. If we 
were free from aQtual Sins, yet our:de- 
praved nacure, {od repugnant to the pure 
wof Ged, involves us under an Objli- 
gation-to Puniſhment. If we had not 
beea attainted with the guilt of Origi- 
nal-Sih ,' yet the Sins committed in the 
courſe 'of' our Lives, make us deeply 
obnoxious to Divine Juſtice » How 
much more the concurrent guilt of Ort- 
| ginal and AQual Sins? ''The aQs of 
| Yinare tranſient and paſs. away ; butthe 
guilt and ftain of Sin, akwd the Conſt 
ence of Sin remain, and'no leſs than'E- 
ternal Puniſhment-is' commenſurate to 
theobliquity. From hence there is the 
clexet Reaſon to juſtify: God in elli his 
Proceedings. Righteouſneſs afabliſper his 
#hroxe. The Prophet ſaith, Thy righteouf- 
weſs'd3 like the great mountains, thy judge ——_—_— 
Wenrs ares great deep. The ſpecial ends of 
Goed'je fvere diſpenſations, are {dme- 
eines indifcernable,but never unjuſt; his 
Righteouſneſs is obvious to every* eye. 
The aCtual conſideration of this: 1s 
powerful to filence the uproar of' the 
Paſſions, and to make us lye humbly 
at his Feet under the foreſt Chaſtiſe- 
OT Tu ments. 
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Mic. 7. 9. MEnta. | pith bear. the Jndignation. of 
the Lord (without,murmuring;; faith | 


the: afflicted::Church); becayſer bave 
ſinned. againſt him; -As, difobedience.in 
our Inclinations:20d! Aftions,Dis a tacit 


reflection upon theequity. of his:Law; | 


asf - the reſtraznts/ of it. were: unrea; 
ſonable ; +:{@:: -Empatience 89d, fretful 


Diſcontent-.is, wpon+ the, equity of: his | 
Pravidence ps -if .the afflifting«: dif+ | 


penſations oh; ;it; were not due. tous: : 


And the ſenſe; 6f;-our ; Sinfulneſs,.and 


God's' Righteaulnels., is an--excellent 
preventive of-it.;. If; thou art .4n great 
Aftictions, cand-feele(t any eumulruous 


Thoughts, anjpreb<ilious Riſings with- | 
in; thee,; confider:thou art-a ;Sinner., | 
guilty .of Ten/thowuſand: Pravocations), 


and.\dareſt You appar.:caforeobb 


alightned ang terrible: Tribunak.,.a6d | 


-ballenge.. bim- for. any. vorightewas 


Lam. 3.39: br om wg e. Wherefore G00. Hine | 


Stan complains i ren for the Puniſhment 
»af: his: fins?, Swrely thi fs meet 'to:be> faid 
foyGod, { will not + offent_any'more. 
That! which 1 know: Adt, each 'thon:. me , 
Wy of {have gone; tniquity,, ' Ji will- do 


0 more. Beſides, . 8Il-zxhe-Puniſhments | 
Nob Men ! hete ,:;;;are'- with. Mercifpl | 
Allays, | 


$1 
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Alays, <3 , jt "proportion to their” 
Guilt urch .irf its calamitou; 
State | _ iwibed Ta the moſt” dokefyl 
Lamentations: of. Ter mah, when, the 
Sack. umber of. this Jews periſhed 
y . the Sword , .or Fa mine that at- 
xended 6 War, their Ci ty and Tein- 
pl $HF'g A Fel in Ruins, oh the unhap- 
FF 


py.Peo ar, eſcaped the fury of f 

haldeaps, were the ; Capriyes ar and Tri: 
umphs : O th ir Enemics ; yer in that 
unparal] I'd \AMi Hion ſhe. -acktow- 


&5. Fs , :s the Lord's mercies that Te Lam.3.22; 


7 "hy and- totally, [i conſumed”, 
Og ue, Mouth in the Duſt; v4 
Ly? ref the lowelt palkrenc., And 
EerarefleRtig uport that. dreat ful 
Holy Ee , acknow] eiey! A 
miſhr gt... was bencatt ther deſert, 
as their .Deliverance' w A ve; their 


FrveRaſpg: pda for a 4 5 that. #5 come Fzra 9.13; 


upon Far, Our evil ageas , © F447 
We "1 , '[eeing thou h Pun d. ts 
leſs fs then our iniquities de erve,, "161A, 
168 WS ſuch \4 deliverance: as this... ks F 
eſerts are loſs than the leaf}. of God 
Acrcics., © ad , our uc Offerices © gr 

chan”: kt. of '*his Judgments 
pv 0g m; E..us not pati- 
ls ci boots not. ,Þn 7 ty 
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Let 26, encl reve ; but humbly "Jeeps the | 


upiſbwment of our iniquity ; 4s far leſs 
Os what is de ſerved. ; f che Z0 
of Death ah a Malefa&or be ex- 
charged for Baniſhmenr , or Baniſh- 
rfjecit be reifiitted for a hart Cotifide- 
ment, is there not incomparable more 


cauſe to be thankful for what is par- | 


doged, than to complath for whar is 


ſuffered ? What Ingracitude is It 'to' be | 
impatient and murmitting for theſe | 
_ light afflidtions that ate but for 4 mo- | 


went, when we deſerve an eterhal and 


ioſupj reable weight. of Miſery "its | 


Hell? It is inflaitely mofe becoming 


us and. fans , to argue agaloſt our it> | 


EY: af ious, than fo'fax his Righ- 
Di FI ſttions. | 

His Power is kmmetiſs 
F x oe Rs nf afhd it is a. vain 


pl t to. contend With him, as if 


h ternal * Ordet - of | his: Deerets 
we be ps or broken. Thie 
Coateſt. pore God'afid the Sinder, 
is, Whoſe AU Ral & od, It is his 
Jorlous| work Lo the Provig, 

4 ſubdue "tf i fefta oy 
ett The he Pugil che. "of the 
Un Fride "th the Angels, (is. 
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Eternal and rertible Example of his 
powerful Juſtice ; and bow ittfoleras 
lea Crime it' is, that Heavett could 
not bear, bur preſently opened', and 
the Guilty felt into the (bottornteſs 
Pit. Now Pride is a Rritindl” Evil , 
| and lies at the foot of Stubborniieſs and 
| qo uridet. Judgrtients. Proud 
' | Duſt is apt'to fly ih God's Pace upon 
| every motion of the Afititing Paſſions. 
= And by the refiſtance of Self-Will he 


| L 5s provoked to more Severity: Wo 


be to hits that ſtrives with his Makevr. 


{ This is to be like a reſtive Horſe or 
| Mule, withont Undetftatiditng , that 


| flings and foaths'when the Butthen is 
'& faid upod Him", But gets ndthitry but 


| Blows , withivut che temoval of the. 


Butthen. * Tt is otit Daty ahd Thte- 
reſt to obſerve the Bleſſed, Apoſtit”s 


Ia.45.9 


oQ 


dire&tiori, Mymble your ſelves whiter rhe * 5% 


anghty hand of Gotl , and bt ſþall tx- 
alt jou, Theres a pans ytllag 
by his ittefiſtible Providence,, aft 
Jti aQtive volufitzty humblitig, which 
ithplis a flibje&ion to" his Law , and 
{ fubttiiffivn to his Providence i This 
8: par Mrmag. Fr him, 'ris <he 
right diſpoſicien that prepares us 


for 
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| picitts » :and,_ [tye_? Unſubmiſſiog in- || 


ſending, Ai 


for Mergy,.. 2pd is the jp won 
Exalcation,, ;.: far then; "Gd. 

his Er '#n The. humble pF Res 
our Fehs, At his, Feet, to, receive his 
Correction, cauſes. his; Bowels to rg; 
lent ,. and, ſtops, his Hee : the ſeem 


ing. hum1l1a Qcur 
xeſpite of .tho DE fo fearkl en 
nounced againſt his [1h It 1s bid 


of. the generoſity of. t wt 'Lion,, as 
he ſparesiis proſtrate dverſary. ; 


Fe ſhort 9» QUT. Salvation | de ends Wa 
+ our humble demeanor, under TM 


Diſpenſazions.. We have had fathers 
of” onr fleſh. which corretted.. K5;, and we 
gave them reverence:; &. We! nat much 
more . be. - in ſubjeftion fo, the father | 0 


UCes A feagly. guile upon, the Bobohe 
Po utchly 7H Farernal 1, 

ourthly .; is. arernal ove in 

þ ls, is a {uffic cient Ar- 

2 to. Th our SF nur yorf \with 


Will... ed | A p! ap- 
Moi Teainn * to the. a oo pro- 
OUNUS 't 1vI ne. eo 


riouſly rf = ht , and. acti 
lieved, are An, to. ,miti 
wrbuy, of. all Sufferiggs, 4 and ſu 
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the Spirit in the greateſt Agony. The 


receiveth : And the other that is joined 
with it is, Whom the Lord loves he cha- 
ſteneth. 


The Rule is general : | 

Firſt; All his Sons are under the 
Diſcipline of the Rod ; and who would 
be ſo unhappy as to be exempted from 
that number, for all the Proſperity of 

the World ? AﬀMiQtions ſanRified, are 

the conſpicuous Seal of their Adoption 

and Title to Heaven: And who would 
forfeit the honour of that Adoption, 
and loſe the benefit annex'd to'it, the: 

; & eternal Inheritance, rather chan pati- 
'& ently bear:his Fatherly Chaſtiſemeats ? 
Others that enjoy a perpetual Spring of 
Pleaſure here, are declared Baſtards , 
and not Sons: They are indeed: within 
the compaſs of | his Univerſal' Provi- 
dence, but not. of that Peculiar Care 
that belongs to his Sacred and Sele& 
Progeny. - His Corrections are an Ar- 
gument of - his Authority as:\our Fa- 
= ther, and an aſſurance that we are his 
; & Children: This ſhould induce us nor 
; & only with ſubmiſs Temper of Soul, bur 
D with 


firſt is, God ſcourgeth every ſon whom he p11, 11 6, 


The Gzeat Duty 


Rom.8, 
32+ 


with Thankfulneſsto receive the ſharp- 
eft CorreCtion from the hands of our 
Heavenly Father. This was the rea- 
ſon of our Saviour's meek yielding 
nimſelf to the Violence and Cruelty of 
his Enemies. The cup which my father 
hath given me, ſhall T not drink. it ? 
Secondly ; Chaſtiſement is. the ef- 
fect of his Paternal Love: He is the 
Father of our Spirits, and that Divine 
Relation carries with it a ſpecial Love 
to the Spirits of Men, and 1n that de- 
gree of Eminence, as to ſecure and 
advance their happineſs, though to 
the deſtruQtion of the Fleſh. The Soul 
is of incomparable more worth than 
the Body, as the bright Orient Pearl 
than the mean Shell that contains it : 
This God moſt highly values ; for this 
he gave fo great a Price, and on it draws 
his Image. If Temporal —_—_— 
were for our beſt advantage, how wil- 
lingly would God beſtow it on us? 
He that ſpared not his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not with 
him alſo freely give us all things ? Which 
Words, amoag all that the Holy Ghoſt 
hath diQated to the Interpreters of 
God's heart to his People, are moſt ex- 
preflive 


| of Refignation. 

preffive of his Love and Bounty, and 
moſt for their Comfort. He that gives 
Grace and Glory, the moſt real Teſti- 
monies of his Love, certainly wich- 
holds no good thing from. them. [ 
ſhall prgduce one convincing Inttance 
$2 St.. Pau/,. who by an incom- 
arabMPrivilege' was rapt/ up to the 
Celeſtial Paradiſe, and heard ineffable 
things, yet was tormented. by the An- 
gel of Satan, and his earneſt repeated 
Prayer for deliverance not preſently 
granted. Did not God love that bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle, whoſe internal: Love to 
Chriſt almoſt equall'd the Seraphims , 
thoſe pure everlaſting. Flames , and 
was expreſſed in the invariable Tenor 
of ' his Life; by ſuch miraculous A&i- 
ons and Sufferings for the propagaring 
and / defence of :the: Faith of -Chriſt, 
and the Glory of ''his Name? If" we 
love him becauſe he firſt loved. us, as 
St. Jobs teſtifies; certainly be: thar re- 
turned ſuch a ſuperlative AﬀeQtion to 
| Chriſt; received the (greateſt: Love 
_ from him;'':Now' it Chrift did'' love 
Paul, why did. he got upon: higecarneſt 
repeated Prayer, deliver 'him-trom his 
wounding Trouble , 'wharfoever it 
D 2 was ? 
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| J< 


was ? That Permiſſion was a demon- 
tration of the Love of Chriſt ro him, 
as it is acknowledged by himſelf ; Leff 
T ſbould be exalted above meaſure through 
the abunaance of revelation, there was 
given to me 4 thorn in the fleſb, and the 


meſſenger of ſatan to buffet 2 


the AfﬀiQtions of the Saint% Froceed 1 


from God's Love, will be evident, by 
conſidering, 


I. His gracious Deſign in ſending | 


them. | 
II. His compaſſionate. Providence 
overthem, and his afliſting Power 


afforded to. his People in their | 


Troubles, 
III. The happy iſſue out of them. 


Firſt ; His gracious Deſign in ſend- 
ing them. God doth not afflitt —_ 


but if. need be , not for his own pleafure, 


but for: our profit, that we may —_— 
kers of his holineſs. The expreſſion is 
high and emphatical, hi- Holineſs, the 
brighteſt Glory of his Nature, the di- 
vineſt Gift of his Love. | 

The two-principal-parts of Holineſs, 
are cealingfrom doing Evil, and learn- 


i0g 
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ing to do well. And AfMittions are 
ordained and ſent as profitable for both 
theſe EffeQs. | - SORROP 


1. For the prevention or- cure of 
Sia', which is an-evil incomparably 
worle tt} its nature, and terrible con- 
ſequents in this and-the next World, 
than all meer affliting temporal Evils. 
Sin defiles and debaſeth the Soul, which 
is the proper excelleacy of Man, and 
ſeparates from God our Supreme Good. 
Tour ſins have: ſeparated between you and 
your God, ' and have hid his face from 
30s. ' All Aﬀfilictions that can befal us 
here tn our Perſons or Concernmeats, 
the moſt. diſgraceful Accidents, the 
moſt reproachful contumelious* Slan- 
ders', the molſt-loathſome contagious 
Diſeaſes, 'that cauſe our deareſt Friends 
to-withdraw. from us, yet cannot 
deprive us of Union with God by 
Faith and: Love, nor of the fruition 
of his propitious Preſence. Lazaras 
when covered with Ulcers, was kiſ- 
ſed with the Kiſſes of his Mouth : 
But: Sin hath this pernicious effe&, it 
ſeparates . from his gracious Preſence 


here, and, if continued in without 
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Jer. 2. 19. 


Repentance , will :exclude from his 
Glorious Preſence for ever. Now 
Afﬀflittions are Medicinal Applicatr- 
ons for the Cure of Sin, the Diſeaſe 
and Death of the Soul, and therefore 


infinitely -worſe than the ſharpeſt Re 


medies, | Tm 23 
The beginnings and progreſs of :Can= 
verſion 'to- God, are uſually by fanQi- 
fied Aﬀiitions, Indeed, conſidering 
our folly,” and perverſe abuſe-'of'' his 
Bleſſings, they are the: moſt -congru- 
ous means for our: Recovery. \ The 
Light of -God's Law doth-not fo:-pow- 
erfully convince us of the Evil of Sin, 
till felt in the effets of it. Thy own 
wickedneſs ſhall corret# thee, and thy 
backſlidings ſhall reprove thee; know 
therefore and ſee that it is an evil thi 
aud a bitter , that thou haſt forſake 
the Lord thy God, 'and that my fear ts 
-not in thee , ſaith the Loyd of hoſts. 
The Inſtruftions of. the Rod are'more 
ſenſible than of the. Word ; as the 
feeling of a tormenting Diſeaſe pro- 
duceth / another kind of underftand- 
ing 'of it, than the: reading 'of its 
nature in Books of Phyfick ; :and the 
make us more attentive to God's Call, 


and | 
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and leave a deeper impreſſion upon 
us. It is Elihu his obſervation , If Job 36. 
ſinners be bound in fetters, and held in ©? 


cords , then he ſhews them their works, 
and their tranſgreſſtons , that they have 
exceeded. Afiiction clarifies their ſight, 
makes Sin to be 2s heinous in the 
view of Conſcience, as in its own foul 


nature. 


It follows, He opemeth alſo the ver. 1s. 


ear to diſcipline, and commandeth that 
they return from their iniquity. Gen- 
tle Methods were loſt upon them, 
but by Judgments he effeCtually com 
mands, they relent and return to their 
And after Converſion , we 
need their Diſcipline, to make us more 
circumſpe&t and obedient. The Pſal 


Duty. 


»miſt declares, It s good for me that T Pal. 119. 


have been afflicted : For before he was 
afflicted he went aſtray : He was re- 
duced from the Error of his ways by 
his Troubles : And *twas his experi- 
mental Obſervation, 7 know in faith- 
fulneſs (from the conſtancy of Love ) 
thou haſt afflicted me. Nothing {o cools 
our Zeal to Eternal things, as the Love 
of the World. -- Vital Hear declines 
and languiſhes, as the Feaveriſh Hear 
1s-inflarned ; and till we feel the Vexa- 
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; Cor. 11. 


Pſal. 141. 
6. 


tions, we are allured by the Vanities 
of the World: "Therefore God is plea- 
ſed by ſuch bitter means to make us 
more Holy and Heavenly. Sometimes 
he removes with Jealouſy thoſe Ob- 
jeAs ro which our hearts are ſo en- 
tirely engaged, that the enjoyment of 
them intercepts the aſcending. of our 
affections to himſelf. Beſides, he will 
not ſuffer us to periſh in Proſperity. 
We are chaſtened of the Lord for. our | 
amendment, that we may not be con- | 
demned with the unreformed world. And 


| 15 not this an infallible teſtimony of his | 


love ?. David ſaid, Let the righteous 
ſmite me, and it ſhall be a kindxeſs; let | 
him reprove me , and it ſhall be an ex- 
cellent oil, Tf he valued the Repre- 
henſions that were not contumelious 
and 1njuriqus , not to updSraid but re- 
form him, as a favour and dear obl1- 


. gation,, . how much more ſhould we 


the correCtions of our Heavenly, Fa- 
ther? And it will be a greater. in- 
citement to an humble and grateful 
acceptance of this Diſcipline , if we 
conlider what a ſevere: negle& it is, 
when /Gad ſuffers the Wicked to lead 
a Voluptuous Life without diſturbance: 
They | 
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They are. encircled with Riches and 
Honours, ſoftned with Pleaſures,charm- 


ed with inticing Objets, and thus be- 


come harden'd in Sin; they are Rio- 
rous and Luxurious, and pive the 
Reins to their corrupt unruly Appe- 
tites without controul ; the Slaves of 
Senſe, led only by Principles of Plea- 
ſure, and hereby are inexcuſable, and 
made ripe for Perdition,, and reſer- 
ved for final Vengeance. Others, 
though not guilty of ſcandalous Enor- 
mities, yet are by continual Proſperity 
ſettled upon their Lees, careleſs and 
ſecure, peglet# the great ſalvation, and 
ſay in their hearts, Is #s good to be 
here ; and their Damnation 1s as cer- 
tain, though not ſo viſible, as of thoſe 
who commit groſs and; open Wicked- 
. neſs. Sad Preterition ! In the midſt 
of Pleaſures they are truly miſerable. 
They. have juſt reaſon to.be abandan- 
ed to Sorrow , being forſaken of the 
Love of. God. The Bramble is not 
cut, when. the Vine is pruned till it 
. bleeds, 10, order to its fruitfulneſs : 
This letting. them alone to take their 


fill of Pleaſures, is a heavy: Preſage of yecb.q.14. 


final Ruin. When the Patient is de- 
5 ſperate, 


The Gzeat Duty 


r Pet. 1.7. 


Jam. 1.2,3+ 


ſperate, the Phyſician lays no Reſtraint 
upon the diſeaſed Appetite, but per- 
mits him to take whar he craves. 
Beſides , the Intention - of God is 
by Afﬀiction to exerciſe and illu- 


ſtrate their Graces. The moſt ex- 


cellent Chriſtian Virtues would be 
comparatively of little uſe, without 
hard Trials, Unfeigned Paith in the 
Truth and Power of God to accom- 
pliſh his Promiſes, ſincere Love to 
him , humble Self-denial, perſevering 
Patience then appear in their Radian- 


cy and Vigor. _ What a bleſſed ad-- 


vantage is it , by the loſs of Tem- 
poral Comforts to increaſe in the 
Graces of the Spirit? They are the 
trueſt Riches , the fulleſt Joy, and 
the higheſt Honour of a Chriſtian. 
St. Peter declares, The trial of onr 
faith is much more precious thay of 


gold that peiſpeth 3 *tis refined and re- 


plendent by the Fire of Afﬀiition, 
and will be found anto praiſe, and ho- 
nour , and glory, at the appearing of 
Chriſt. It is the Advice of St. James, 
Connt it all joy when ye fall into di- 
vers temptations. Knowing this , that 
the trial of your faith worketh pati- 


ence. | 


mk. Q _ 
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ence. Though AMiQtions ſimply con- 
ſidered,” may be very grievous, yet if. 
we adviſedly weigh, and rightly com- 

| pare things, even when our ſorrow- 
ful Paſſfons are moved , our Judg- 
ments will” eſteem rhem matter of 
Joy , not only in expeQation of fu- 
ture Happineſs, but as Divine Grace 
is thereby drawn forth in the moſt 
noble Operations. In ſhort, the ul- 
timate- deſign 'of God in afflicting 
his People, is thereby to: bring them 
to Heaven. - Affliction mortifties the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, purifies the Spt- 
rit, 4d makes us fit for the inheri- 
france of the *(aints in light. By per- 
ſevering 'Patience in Sutferings , they \ 
are approved of God', and obtain a 
Right and--Fitle to the Kingdom of 
Glory, ' For according to the tenor 
of the Covenant'of Grace, Heaven 
ſhall be conferred as*'a Reward to pe. .:. 
thoſe that-overcome. © It there'be no 
Enemy, 'thete 'will/ be no 'Fight'; and 
if no Fight, no Victory ;/ if no Victo- 
ry,- nd Triumph ; only thoſe who con- 
quer are crowned. | 

+ The beloved Diſciple, with his Bro- 
ther, though allied to our Saviour 


by 


The G2eat Duty 


Rom. 8. 


Heb. 1 2.5. 
- chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when 


by Conſanguinity , who expeted by 


ſpecial favour to be glorified without 
a preparatory Trial, yet he'tells them, 
without drinking; of his cup, they could 
not have a ſhare in his kingdom: And 
this ſhould reconcile our. Spirits to all 
our troubles ; for the' Apoſtle de- 
clares, who was a competent Judge, 
having been throughly. acquainted 
with Griefs, 'and had; .a;Profpett into 
the Glorious Kingdom ;::1; reckon that 
the ſufferings of this preſent life are wot 
worthy to be compared ta the glory that 
ſball be revealed in us. - 


IT. God's Love is diſcovered in | 
his compaſſtonate Providence... over 
them , and affiſting Power.-afforded 
to them in .cheir AfﬀijQions : He 
ſpeaks to the afflited and: diſconſo- | 
late, My fon ,; deſpiſe not thow the ſh 


thou art rebuked of him : To.{weeten 
by that tender .expreſſion., the .rigor 
of his Diſcipline ; to ſignify. his dear 
ſympathy with their Anguiſh agd Sut- 
ferings. IG 
Heavenly Conſolation,! ' God him- 
ſelf bears a ſhare in their Sorrows, s 


afflicted | 


of ' Reſignation. 


afflifted in their- Aﬀiidtions: And the 
etfe& of this Love 4s, : that he al- 
ways tempers 'and moderates their 
Trials to their Strength; or increaſes 
their Strength in proportion to the 
Trial. His Corrections are. delibe- 
rate Diſpenſations, that proceed from 
Judgment, : not from Fury, which the 


Frophet . earneſtly deprecates. His Jer. 8. 


Rods are bound up with Mercy, his 
Faithfulneſs joins with his AﬀeQion , 
in- moderating their Sufferiffps. Ir 
is one Clavile of the Covenant of 


Grace, made with Chriſt , typified 


by David, If his children break my 
ſtatutes, and keep not my command- 
ments, then will 1 viſit their tranſgreſ- 
ſoon with.:a rod, to amend, not to de- 


{troy ttiem:;; bur my loving "kindneſs I 


| will not take away from them, nor fuf- 
fer my faithfulneſs to fail. ' The Apo- 


ſtle aſſures Believers, That God *.is 
faithful, who will not ſuffer them to be 
tempted above what they are able, but 
will with the temptation mak? a way to 
eſcape, that they may be able to bear 
z. Our Redeemer in his Agony was 
relieved by Heavenly Succor, the pre- 
ſence of an Angel with a Meſſage 
of 


(} 


* 
Pe . 
4 v4 (AIRGs + 
SH. 4 
OM 
bs, 


regs, "2 
5 1 } 3 2 3 3 $i _—_ 


1 Cor. 10. 


I 3 


as The Great Duty 


of Comfort. St. Paul found it veri- 
> Cor. 1.5. fied by his own Experience, That as 
the ſufferings of Chriſt abounded in 
him, ſo his conſolations abounded by 
2 Cor. 12. Chriſt, and the DivinePower was accom- 
9: pliſhed, illuſtriouſly appeared in ſup- 
porting his weakneſs. How. many have 
enjoyed Comforts of a more preci- 
ous nature, and more abundant, in 
want of Supplies from the World, 
than in the poſſeſſion of them ? When 
there is a total Eclipſe below , the 


and fills the Soul with Joy ia belie- 
vinge © | 

* /an The Hiſtorian tells us of a * clear 
quamvs de Vein of. Water that ſprings from 
wg ra Mongibel, ( that great Furnace, that 
7rigoreante always fends forth ſmoke-or flames, ) 
ver71t.0- yer is fo cool, as if it diſtilled from 
a Snowy Mountain : thus the Saints 
© in the fiery trial have been often 
refreſhed with Divine Comforts; 
and ſuch humble Submiſfions , and 
gracious Thankſgivings have pro- 
ceeded from their Lips, ' as have 
been very comfortable to thoſe about 

them. | 


Third- 


bleſſed Comforter deſcends with Light, 
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Thirdly ; The Iſſue out of all, is 
the moſt ſenfible declaration of God's 
Love to them. The continuance is 
limited by -his tender Love, till chey 
are prepared for Mercy. The Pro- 
ſperity of the Wicked is Wine in 
the beginning', and Lees at the bot- 
tom ; but the worſt and afflicted ſtate 
of the Saints is firſt, and will at length 
certainly end in Felicity, In the Tra- 
gedy of Job, the Devil was the Au- 
thor, Chaldeans and Sabeans were the 
AQ@ors, but the end was from the Lord. 
We are inftruted by the Apoſtle, 
That although no chaſtiſement for the 
preſent ſeems to be joyous, but grie- 
Vous , nevertheleſs afterward it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, 
unto them that are fe. thereby. 
It is an alluſion to the Rewards in 
the Ol/ympick Games, when the per- 
ſons that overcame in thoſe Exerci- 
ſes, were crowned with Wreaths of 
Olive-Leaves, the Emblem of Peace. 
Thus Chriftians, who with unfaint- 
ing perſeverance in their Duty ſuffer 


AfMiiction , ſhall be rewarded with 


Holineſs” in conjunQtion with Peace. 
This peaceable fruit of Righteouſ- 
nels 


Heb: -12. 


II. 


FO 


The Gteac Duty 


neſs is not the natural produ@ of 
Affliction : Grapes do not-ſpring from 
Thorns, nor Figs from Thittles ; nei- 
ther can it be ſo properly aſcribed 
ro the afflicted perſon, as to the pow- 
erful Virtue, and ſpecial Grace of the 
Holy Spirit, who ſanQifies AfiiQi- 
ons, and makes them profitable for 
effecting God's intention by them. 
And when the afflicted perſon | be- 


comes more humble, more holy, more 


weaned from the World , more re- 
ſigned to the Will of God, this fruzt 
unto holineſs will compenſate all their 
Pains and Sorrows. And 1n conjun- 
Qion with Holineſs, there is a Di- 
vine Peace, a joyful Calm and quiet 
neſs of Conſcience, in the ſenſe of 
God's favour; his anſwers of Peace 
are uſually a reward, according 
to the Operations of Grace : His 
Comforts are diſpenſed as Encou- 
ragements to Obedience. Beſides, 
when the ſinful Corruptions are pur- 
goed out, which cauſed perpetual di- 


ſturbance, and our Aﬀe&tions and | 


AtQtions are correſpondent to the Di- 
vine Law, there is that clearneſs and 
ſerenity of Mind, that reſt and eaſe 
in 


_ © OY REI _— —_— ad a= 0 


aa. Qu. fas ns » «© a > Y and hows AS ws and a—_—_ am V#<ca. =O Tm. tw acc. om _ 


___._ ph:Veſignation. | 


inithe. :Soyl;rarifing- from its juſt and 
due ſubdrdindcayon! unto 'G od; which 
the-diſobedients /in-all their! ſeming 
proſperity ,: ever enjoy. There: is nd 
peace, /aith. my God, to: the wicked. 
Theſe beginnings of -happineſs are ob- 
tained here, but the perteon. of it is . 


in-the- next\ Life. Bleſſed: rr:the man P t, 


thatiendureth temptation ,' for when he is 
tried he (ball recewwe the crown of righte- 
oufneſs, which God hath promiſed tothem 
that) love him: \\ The richnef$ and value 


I 2, 


of the: Crown: of Liife is. ſd:greaty: chat _ 


God; the moſt wiſe andjuiteſteemerof 
things 4. - gays: the ! precious! Blood of 
his] Son to; purchaſe it: | for us. It is 
acEelicity: ſo tranſcendent 403 its. qua- 
lity;:: and:ftable:4n1ts doration , thas 
the Bleſſed God. cannot giveius a great- 
er;z:: For what greater good . 1s':con- 
ecivable than himſelf? Andi\whatamore 
ftable.enjoyment;/of: it than-Erernity 2? 


The. hope; of.:chis;makes a'Choiltian 


blefed -4n:the: midſt of- the: greateſt . 
miſcries.; Oar light afflictions that are 
bipt for 4 moment” work for ws afar more 
exceeding and-:eternil weip ht of- iglory..” © 
b-Fifthly 3! /The-infinue: Wiſdom: of 
68d... orders alt things ::in-che beſt 
S E Man- 


2 Cor. 4: 


ated att 
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z Tim. 1, 


Eph.r, 17, 


Deur. 32. 


manner .for his own Glory jand' the 
final Good of his: People. ' If he go- 
verned by abſolute -Earpire, / none+it 
Heaven or Earth 'might ſay uarq 
him, What doſt thou? But there» 1s 
an inſeparable connetion between 
his Wiſdom and: his Will; he is che 
King eternal, and the ouly' wiſe God, 
as the Apoſtle joins thoſe Divane 
Fitles- In.this the excellence. of the 
Divine Liberty ſhines, \thar 'ris bb 
ways regulated by Infinite. Wiſdons: 
He 'works all' things: according to the 
counſel of his will.: This 'is:ſpoken' ac- 
cording tar: human conceptions , ' but 
muſt be: underftood in 'a ſenſe be- 
coming the PerfeQions- of God : For 
Counſel cannoc properly be attribu- 
ted to God, whofe Underſtanding-1s 
Infinite, and in one view compre- 
bends all ehings ;. bur as thoſe things 
are moſt compleat thar are the pro- 
duct. of our deliberate 'reaſonings -and 
deep” contrivance ; fo his work is per- 


.  _ fetd;: for. alt his ways abs judgment. 


Whenever we are diſſatisfied or di- 
pleaſed with. his Proceedings, 1 4s 
from: the. Error of our Minds .,.- and 
the: Yicgouſnels of: our ' AﬀeQiions:; 

| we 


LE e—— 


we preſume to corrett his Providence, 
"as if it were defeQtive in regulating 
the affairs of 'this lower World ; bur 


he is wonderful in counſel, and excel» 1, 


lent in working. In the Creation this 
' regular and beautiful World was form- 
td out of Darkneſs and Confufion : 
And his Providence, that is now my- 
 fterious\and vailed' to us; will bring 
into glorious Order 'and ſweet Agrec- 
ment; thoſe things in their final re- 
ſolution , chat now ſcent ſo -perpkex'd 
to our Apprehenfions. *T'was' a 'cdn- 
founding reproach from God to Fob, 


.28, 29, 


Who! is this that darkeys tounfel by Job 12. 2. 


words without knowletlge ? His pafltdnate 
exclamacions were ſuch, as' if the 
Divine Wiſdom had*not diſpoſed” all 
the AfﬀfiQting circumſtances in the fe. 
ries of his Sufferings ; and that Holy 
Man being convinced of his preſums> 
ptuous'- Folly, repeats the Charge 
again(t himſelf with tears' of Confu- 


Gon t- Who' is he that hideth counſel Job 42: 


without” knowledge ? therefore Baie 1 36 


wirered that I underſtood not, things 
199 wonderful for me , © which I kuew 
0d ; Wherefore 1 bhbr my ſelf, and' re 
pert in aſt and'aſhbs : More particulatly, 
ET E 2 Firlt ; 


" The Seat ———_ 


John 12. 
27. 


Firſt; All things are {0 wiſely- or- 
dered, thar God ſhall, be glorified..n 
the event-; and.[1t; is,;the gobkſt . dif- 
-poſition., of a Chriſtian, to. prefer, the 
advancement. of his Glory , before. all 
the Comforts: of 'this- Life , and: Life 
Tal Our. Bleſſed Saviour;.ia the 

arethoughts of his Sulforiogss! Was 
1c diſtreſs and perturbation of,;Miad, 
like «he. darkening of the. Sky, before 
2. great. ; Shower, ;-: Now: is my: ſoul 
troabled , what. ſball 1 ſay? Father '» 
fſave.. me, from -this,. hour. ' But: the 


Tore: confli& [of Nature, way. pre- 


imfelf..ro be 1a. Sacrifice... to 
vine Honour, .and ſaid,. Farber, 
tos thy name, ©.;Meſes: and; Pond, 
admirable. Zeal, badr, only: a 
Parallel - 'between.. themſelves io the 
fame degree of, Holy, heat; deſired 
the. Caron of . the. Jews befors. their 
OWN, ,: if. Gad might be: mars} glori- 
fied by. 4t- This. is:\che hg 
1n. Order and. Diz 20ity , in that, 
pleat, form of Prayer \compoh Lb 
our, Savipur,. as The e Rule: all, qur 
deſires, -T, hy. Name be, hai med ; 4nd 
rife. i WS, all by «s. The. adgvv 
rable 


ep. an. end, he: willingly. yield- 
1 
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rablo Hiſtory of Jiphtha's only Daughs 
ter, is applicable *to' this "purpoſe; 
ſhe' joyfully came forth 'to tnett et 
Father, returnitig Vitorious and Tri- 


uiriÞhant after his War with the 4m: Juig Ir, 


monites, He had made a raſh Vow, 
fo' offer up in' Sacrifice to' God, wha- 
ever ſhould firſt ' meet him after his 
ViRory';- and upon the fight” of his 
Daughter - was {> deeply wounded 
with Sorrow, that his Triamph was 
converted into - Lamentations : 'But 
the Grief- was only in the- Father ; 
for in that firſt ſarpriſe* of ſuch 2 
terrible Sentence ta be executed upon 
her, ſhe did [not anſwer his Tears 
with Tears, nor Lamentations: wirh 
Lamentations, /but ſaid unto him, My 
father, if thou' haſt opened thy month 
unto the Lord', do'to me according to 
that whith hath proceeded - out” af thy 
mouth, "foraſmuch as the Lord hath 
taken Vengeance for thee. on thine ent- 
mics. '''Methinks: the admirable' Love 
and ' - Generofity in a young Virgin, 

to 'whom her- Father's Hononr- arid 
Exaltation' was* more dear *than' her 
Life, 'upbraids-us/for' our unwilling 

9 repre to 'thoſ&''Providentiat Dil: 


3 Pen 


penſations that are. ungrateful to Fleſh 
and Blood-,, wherein. the GJopry -of 
God is. advanced. If we were. cal- 
led - ro Martyrdom . far his Truth , 
and our Lives ſhould bleed forth, 
as Sacrifices on | the Altar, ar ns 
Bodies be- conſumed as Incenſe on 
the Cenſer, it, were: an unjuſt and 
ungrateful complaint, ro expreſs paſ- 
fionate reluQaney againſt his Provi- 
derice. If there were no other con- 
ſequences . of aur , preſent Sufferings, 
but the- glorifying God, we ſhould 
be content. That is the worthieſt 
end which he propoſeth. to himſelf, 


and will accompliſh; His Divine Ex: | 


cellencies will. be illufrated dy the 
wickedneſs of Men, that at preſent 
obſcures the Glary of his Govero: 
ment; . lis Wiſdom, Power , Holi- 
pes, Mercy and Juſtice wilt be. ac- 
kagwledeed, » *dmired, and magnified 
at laſt 
"2. His Wiſdam will order allthings, 
even. the ur Ailing and, datorous, 
A the ne gped of bis. People. This is 
aradox. 49.2 carnal Mind, 
rg RY of :Good' and. Evil, as 
prolane: FROGS: Ar: - Pleaſant, 'Qr:. Us 


pleaſant | 
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pleaſant: to ſenſe, without regard £0 
what is future: '*Tis like S4a»pſo#'s 
Riddle to the Philiſtines, - Out of the 
dewvourer came meat, and out” of the 
ftrowg came ſweetneſs: But to the 
Mind thar hath ſpiritual gdifterniog , 
and judgeth of Good and Evil, as 
things are conducive or deſtructive 
to the happineſs of the Soul, it is a 
Elear undoubted Truth. We know , 
fath the Apoſtle with the greateft 
aſaurance, that all things work together 
for good to thery that love God. All 
things, the - moft adverſe to their pre- 
ſent deſires, are ſo'diſpoſtd arid over- 


| ruled by his Providence, /as if there 


were a ſecret intelligence” and con- 
cert between them , to promote- the 
Happineſs of the. Saints: Thus in 
mixd Bodies :the contrary qualities 
are reduced to fuch a juſt meaſure 
and temperament by the Wiſdom of 
the Divine Maker, that a ſound and 
healthful Conſtitution refults' from 
them. We'have @ rare inftance of 
rhis inthe: Hiſtory of Joſeph 3 his'<n- 
viods' Brethrew were the Inſtruments 
of Nis Bxaldatioh ; they fold him-for 
4 Slave int-*Ez9pe- to frufirate- his 
7 ws -Þ Pro- 


Rom. $. 
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' Prophetick - Dreams ;, and : there) by; 


many admirable: turns of; Providenee, 
he was advanced *to the -higheſt.'Dig- 
nity; - and. then was. yerified jn--hign, 
and his Brethren, .zhat* his. ſheaf axeſe 
and ſtood upright , '\and:-thesr + ſheawes 


ftood yound',. ani did obeifunce to 'his 


jheaf. God had reſerved, purpoſes of 
greater good for. Jo/eph,.:;than -if. he 
had continued under. - his Pathers 
tender Eye -and -Carxe;-; therefore; *cis 
ſaid in. his. Hiſtory, "that: they - perfis 
diouſly /e ola him 2 but God, ſent -hins. 
He that. attentively, Teads-.the Jour- 
nies of the 1/reelites. thraugh the W.il- 
derneſs: to. Cavan, cafinot' but won- 
der at the Circuits and indireCt motions 
in their- tedious Travel.-for : Forty 
Years ;; and. when-..near'; the Borders 
of the-place ,. ſo long ;and [ardently 
deſired, . they were 'often commanded 
to retreat;-10. the ſame. Line , wheren 


they had advanced:tg-it; -Had: irhey 


choſe the. ſhorteſt Way 30nd! diſqbey y 
ed the. Divine Candugear ,".they;had 
never ..entred. into the Land of:;;:Nepe 
miſe; But; following: the: -Pillar-abat 
direQed itheir . Margh;z3:4hough: ichey 
{cem'd lofi in theingpemicage wapdrings 
> : i ba - -+ *74-1 yet: 
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m_ 4hgy:[pbgained;the !jayful poſſeſſic 


pn--of, 'it-{ Ihb1 was 4Type of; the 
Saints paſlage- $brovgh:s troubleſome 

World , -.to.the i erue-rÞG-above, _ 
that they, arg; guided: throygh: -many 
croſs} ways: direftly. terths Kingdom, 
wy Heavens, Who knows, ſajth ' Solo- 
os: Het | #s.;;g00d far ai may i3n this ' 


Vfe; ail the 'days.of his witnilife,' which © 


ve- [pendeth 2:4 ſhadow?, That:iwhich 
15: deſired, with .importunityy: as! tend- 
ing ' to: his. ; Happineſs; ;;; often, proves 
his Woe; | $ame.- had: ridt;-;been-! fo 
wicked ,:.and- conſequently {{o- nyiſera> 
ble, if their: Luſts-!had -noxi been ex- 
cited by. Riches .and -Power:-- Others 
had not. been! ſecured from.deſtruQtive 
Temprafions; 'but -in..a:Jow;:and -af- 
un fates. i'T'is therefore. both our 

aty: and-Iatere(t; not.; to, pray: abſo- 
Jutely; for any” temporal —_ bat 
When our; Deſires ' are mp{t- paſſio- 
aate.,..to-fay with: the humility: and 
'holineſs,;'the. reverenice-agd- obedience 
of our' Saviour,; Nat hy; vill, hut thine 
be; idoney” We: ſhall find tour - ſelves 
more 'happy:(by ..the Divine; diſpoſal 
of: things, -:than/ if weidaad.:gbtained 
Nr x: dewreſ Wilkes, ny 
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Pruyets. Ant] -when:we-Thull” coine 
ro the t9p :of- che” Holy Hill, and 
look dowt! og-'the' various Cireuits 
of Providence by - which we aſcended, 
we ſhall: thesg: ynderſtand- that  Wil- 
dom and Love coddufted ys ſafely 
to Felicity ; we ſhalt aPÞprove and ad- 
mire all the: Divine methodus in order to 
our bleſſed End. Now ehe belief of 
this ſhould compoſe vus-to a patient 
20d chearfut Reſignation of gur ſelves 
to God's: Providence and-' Pleaſure, 
Who would: nor accept'bf the Coun- 
ſel of a Friend thar -proceeds from 
Love, though his Judgment: were 
not ſoexaQt as to be relied on? Much 
more ſhould we thankfully - receive 
the Appointments of God, whoſe 
Knowledge and. AﬀeQtion are equally 
ſuperlative, / 1 whory there is united 
the Wiſdom of # Fathet's ; and the ' 
Tenderaeſs: of 'a Mother's Love - to 
his Children, Briefly , 'As Jonatha 
by taſting the Honey at the: end of 
his Rod,” ha$ his/ eyes enlightened, 
ſo the end of'' the ſevereſt Chuftife- 
ments will- «6nviace \'ther,' chat the 
Providence&'of *God' was more benign 
and pioprioubtherr they -could inte- 
Sat oh g1ne. 
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gine, His ways are as far above out 
mays, and histhoughts above our thoughts, 
4s the hexvens are above the' earth. This 
Point is applicable tows, | 

Firſt; Byway of Reproof for our 


unfubmiſſive - behaviour 1n- AffliQtions, 
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Uſe. 1, 


our  uncompliance with: the Divine - 


Diſpoſals... Some are in a ſecret dif. 
content at God's Aﬀiting Provi- 
dence; and this razeth the memory 
of former ' Mercies, and takes away 
the reliſh of- preſent: Mercies; as the 
{ſweet Showers of Heaven that fall 
into the Sea 'are turned mto its brack- 
1ſ1h taſte» Such . neicher enjoy God 
nor themſelves. What egregious fol- 
ly and vite: 'ingratitade is this! All 
we: have; is from his moſt free fa- 
vour ;-:and (ſhall we peeviſhly liphe 
his Benefits, becauſe our Deſires are 
not. gratified in every reſpe&? Others 
are moved with Anger and Vexati- 
on: for the Evils that: befall then; 
As the Red-hot Iron under the Blows 
of the: Nammer caſts abroad Fiery 
Sparks: ſo: theis fbubbora' fierce 'Spi- 
rits., ' when afflicted ; break forth in 
expreſſions. of impaticnce and: difplez- 


{ure, 
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{uce.. - They count*.it; @:: baſe. abjeQ- 
nefs of..Mind:;\a: deſpicable Puſilani- 
mity , to: >humble- chemfelves.* under 
God's Judgments;: and. with: contri+ 
tion for their Sins to implore his 


- .-;7 Clemency.::The "voice: 10ffe\ rbe Lord 


waketh the hinds:to calve, © thi: timerous 


and weak : creatwres: 'Butriwhen the 


Rev. 16, 9, 


heavens toar ,'i the: lions thunder back 
again. Thusiiiftroag and: ſtubborn 
Sinners; when! they : feel' the effets 
of God's Anger,.are ragiig and furious 
in their PaſBons! and Expreflions. The 
fooliſh man: pervirteth his way; this moſt 
grievous ſufferings. are the fruits of his 
fins,” ang: his heart fretteth againſt the 
Lord as the inflitter of "thers. | This 
is'a high indigaity to :Gody and an 
10jury - to: themſelves. .Far-a | vike 
Creature, a: þaſe- guilty Wretch. to 
murmur | and: form (againſt God's 
righteous Judgments , argues a Pro- 
digious Forgettulneſs, bothi-of:.its de- 
pendance and: obnoxiouſneſs toi the 
Divine Tribunal. It: is {aid of | the 
adherents -of: Aantichrift,': That - they 
were ſcorched with great -beat,! and blaf= 
phemed the. name. 'of' God, which hath 
power over :the:: plagues, \nand: they re- 
XS: pented 


-of Refignations | 


-penied 'not. 10: give :himn-glary. Infinite 
.Enſolence }:;Snch obſtinate::Souls the 
'Prince/-of:\ Darkne( poſſeſſes as! ihis 
-pecular Dominion zi they have more 
need of: Coaverhion tbhancConſolation. 
' Beſides; :by.: impatience: and ' vexatious 
fretting,-:they: exaſperate>their pains , 
turn-theo Rod: 1nto) as Serpent yj - Vi- 
;pers into Dragons ; and:God's oe-—4 
-band-vis niore heavy; by:i their refift- , 
:ance.:Bold: Expoltulations, ifritate»hi 

- Anger ,:\rather .than'helioe ;his- Met- 
ey; the; wilful Mani-ncver wants 


Woezr1SFiths the ifrowdrdo, <taith;ochie Pſal. 80; 


Plalmilttyz chow wilt- ſhewi>2hp. felf frv- 
| .ard,/Org/as iti 5 rendred \inthe Mian- 
gent , 2yrefe:r They ſtrongeft - Sinner | 
' aot; &:Match-: for! the cAlmighty's . 
i his; Apger excite; lusii Power ,- how 
-eably3; hop: ſuddenty1 are: they: deſtroyed 
without: remedy:?; Stubbord impatience 
-under.the-io iQtions of: (50d's : eighne 

-Qus*Providence; is the neareſt: 

Ginal- tun: Others: [are (0; deje 
od) broken with Afflictions ,, that 
Fheir: continyance inthe World is bur. 
4 :LavingcDeath+ Everything Entev- 
MKigs their: Erich ani tlie; bett-rfieans 
aforded-fer their' reviving! and: com- 
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kx... The Great Duty 
fort are -. ineffeQuab- : Sorrow - flows 
into: Deſpair ,, they lament and. lan- | 
guiſh as if their caſe were hopeleſs and || | 
remedileſs. he Fountain ' of: this | 
black Stream: is a ſuperlative eſteem | ; 
and affeftion:to- inferior: things: And || |; 
.what is reſerved for the. Blefſed 
Creator ? If a: temporal -Lofs: be: the 
moſt affliing Evil; 'tis\ a fign -that 
.God was: not valued and laved as 
the chiefet: Good. The difficulry of 
receiving -Confolation , ſhews. the ne- 
ceflicy of / their: being afflicted; The 
© 'Language of ſuch reſolved Sorrow is, 
They have takew away "my. goas, and 
what bave I more? The fole 'objets 
-of::their | felicity. are removed , and 
they. refuſe +0: be comforted ;- as if 
no: leſs Sacrifice: were duet: the re- 
membrance.: of:their loſs, but: Life 
it: felf, What a difparagement* is this 
of | the | Divine Excellencies? Are 2he 
-confolations* of - God: ſmall. to us-?*' Ts 
not- his Love: able to: compenfate the 
-loſs of a frail,:; futable, moreal Cree 
ture? Cannar'ihe- pleaſe ':and- ſatisfy 
-us: without the: fruition of one 'Bartls- 
ty: Comfort?' This dejeQion-of Spirk 
-is equally; unduriful- as AY 
2703 NF 
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ble; ; Our: II are Generimes as Vain 
and- as gu T=T our! 10ys y 'there is 
a tinture of” 'Diſob ience in' our | 
Tears : ' for 'we afe' commanded to 
moorn as if _ ,moorned not ; for w 
jon of the: world * an 
Paſo at a break # SUR any and -our 
own Peace. + |Our 'Diſobedience in 
this is aggravated,' as belng-eontrary 
not only tothe Ambority and SanQ1- 
ry [of the! 'Exiwgiver ©,” but t6* his 
Loving-kindneſs and Commpalſion. Ah, 
the ' miſerable ' blindneſs? of © Human 
Minds! and' rhe more miſerable, be- 
cduſe voluntary.” Who is" more: dec 
ſervedly nr y. than'-ohe 4hit "ſes 
gpon' the''banle of 'a' River, 'and yes 
is N Toccnedinh and Dies with "Thirſt? 
Lhe -clear,, - frefli Srream pallteh be- 


fore him, © Mlores' and invites* hint; © 


bur he will noe ftoop to' drink; this . 
is/ the caſe "of thoſe who negke@: and 
refuſe. the Spiritnal Confolations'\ ii . 
the Goſpel,: that are compared to the - 


flowing [Rivers 'of Living 2Warer', " John \ es 
for- their cooling, refreſhing! quality; 38, 39... 


Phey meritorioully and aQively bri 

trouble to their” Souls ;' theio- Tae 

are the Infltruments of their a” > 
He 


+. nates 2a. Aa 


He-that- irnbisrown. Exeoncioner, - . hag 
BD . oxeply 20k | Dyings Koh ju Ws 
becauſe w atolly .Mifera Mgt 
1 Conſider:;calfo whatia - xeproach.is 
caſt .upop \Ghritianizyghax © MArF: 
virtuous; Heathens:.i9, great AMiQG 
Ons, Were: —_—_ ame meaſure ſupports 
on bb Bip. Emer pts. of Human Wiſe 
d;shat Ghrigians 4:40. whom: 
t ere "is Bevel ted from Heaven, Thas. 
3N: Fogg 2 te; of, ,Glpry-:and, Joy; 
[90 PRA ward; of.gheir! patient 
ferings 10 Iman: 'utterly;- diſconle- 
J:witl fingle;ougone; example, 
Sellpronhe; Phitpfopherg:ophen;!bis 
City -wies deftroyed 1c 1Watha :his': Waite 
and Chyldzeg;s:; and; 5 eſeap'd. alone 
from, cheFige 5. being; asked--wherher, 
be | hadflaſt any. 4þings! Replied, Wl 
onnia = may id reaſwres Wie: With ave 1 i Julticny 
no ment” Vrtyg\s1;Kemperanee g Prudence s and 
7ufiti, . this inviolable.Principla, Notto cteem 
Tempcran. BY thing: 2:47 Proper; zGood ,_ than 
tis, Pru- Ca be UNrd, »fcom 30s : His Ming 
cena tr WAS: . ered, ond fiedfafk;; wander: hs 
Fan? oy} Ruins F< is; Cougary 71, And othera 
Fu 
quod eripi MRO + Jowee and: loſs, gpagrous conf 
4h Se- deraBionsgibaye born ups their Subs 
Epif. 9. — - How: do ſuch. Bxamples up: 
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braid us, that their Twilight excels 
our Noonday-Brightaeſs? It common 
Cordials raiſed ſuch couragious Spi- 
rits in: them, ſhall:not the Waters of 
Life, the Divine ſtrong Comforts of 
the Goſpel, fortify us to bear all Suf- 
ferings. with a- valiant Reſignation to 
the Good Will of God ?. Can the Spi- 
rit; of a Man , by rational Principles 
ſuſtain his Infirmities, and cannot the 
Spirit of - God, - the great Comforter, 
ſupport 'us under all Troubles? What 
a blotis this to Religion ? Thoſe who 
will + not be comforted , will not be 
Chriſtians ;- by ,the ſame Holy Spi- 
ris-who is ftiled the Comforter , we 
are: the. one and the other. If the 
precious : Promiſes of the Goſpel do 
not” alleviate our Sorrows, *tis.not 
from Inficmity , - but from Infidelity. 
"Tis an- incredible! Miracle, that a per- 
ſanican be 1n reality a Chriſtian, and 
nat'; capable of Conſolation; as if 
Eternal ; Life were not purchaſed by 
Chriſt | for! his People, or the preſent 
Sufferings were comparable to the fu- 
ture: Glory ; -or' the poſſeſſion of it 
were to. be obtained after a thouſand 
years: of hard trial K: But if it were 
| | de- 
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delayed ſo long , that ſenſible dura- 
tion ſhould not fink our Spirits ; for 
the Miſery that paſſeth with Time, 
is not of moment with reſpe& to 
the Bleſledneſs that is eſtabliſh'd for 
ever. | | 

Secondly ; Let us be excited to tran- 
{cribe this Divine Leſſon ( ſo full of 
excellency and difficulty ) in our Hearts 
and Lives. *'Tis eaſy in Speculation 
to conſent to the - reaſonableneſs iof 
this Dury , but how hard to pra- 
Riſe it, and to bear not roo. ſenſibly 
ſuch Evils as are incurable here? ' A 
deliberate, univerſal, conſtant ſub- 
jection to God's Will , though” con- 
trary to our carnal defires and inte- 
reſts, how rarely is it to be found 
among thoſe who in Titk and- Pro- 
feſſion are his Servants? In AQive 
Obedience, ſome will readily perform 
ſome parcicular Commands, but with- 


_ draw ſubjetion from the reſt ;- they 


ſeem to make Conſcience of the 'Du- 
ties of Piety , but negle&t Righteouf 
neſs ; or elſe are juſt in their Deal- 
ings, and careleſs of Devotion. Some 
are liberal, but irreconcilable ; they 
will give for their Honour, but for- 
give 
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ia -Poffve Obedience, many will ſub- 


mir' to lighter ' and ſhorter/- AMiQti- 
ons, bur: if an Evil comes'that near- 
ly - touches the” heart, - or that + re- 
mains:long without redreſs, they be- 
come impatient, or'ſd dejected as to 
nepkeR their Duty. - I ſhall therefore 
ſitperadd -to- the former Arguments, 
whereia the Neceſfity , the ' Equity , 
and: the Policy of our- dutiful Reſig- 
nation to. God's - Providence 'is clear- 
ly ſet' forth, ſome qther Motives and 

iretions, that may be uſeful and 
effeQuual for" this -end. 


\."Pirſt'; Look. frequently eo Jeſus 
Cheiſt, the: Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith : 'Fho Divine Wiſdom, to 
reform the Worked, aſſumed the Hu- 
man Nature, and expreſſed in a Ho- 
ly Converſation upon Earth, a -living 
Copy of his _—_— to dire&' us _ 

| 2 the 
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the : various parts of --our. Duty:;-and 
becauſe the exerciſe of. 'Humilicy, Self- 
denial,,-and the velit of the ſuffering 
Graces; :is ſo difficult to; our frail and 
tender Nature ; ;he aſcended the Croſs, 
and: inftruQts vus'by ſuffering, to! ſuf- 
fer”. with: his AﬀeQions , | leaving us 
his: Example: as-the 'beſt Le&ute of 
ouriDuty ; His Sufferings concern us 
not only 1n point bf Merit, but! Con» 
formity; We. can;i never .enjoy-: the 
benefit :of his Paſſion; without ifol- 
lowing his Pater, His Example 5s 
the. Rule 'of the .bjgheſt PerfeQion, 
and we-are under: the greateſt. obliga+ 
tion to' imitate and honour: him: who 
1s. our | Sovereign and,:;Saviqur:,;t0 
whom. we owe our Redemption from 
everlaſting Miſery ,, and the Inheri- 
tance , of Glory. - Tis 'the, Apoſtle's 
advice to the afflicted, #0 confider hins 
that endured ſuch contradittion of fin- 


ers. againſt himſelf , that ye bt inot 


wearied,. rand faint in your minds. This 
deduQtion is with greatets force tomake 
us humble and patient ; If we cans 
{ider, | = - {6£f? 

Firſt; The Infinite:.Dignity-:of > hjs 
Perſon. He was the-Eternal and mw 
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y's Son -of God';"*and deſcended from 
the'' Throne 'of his- Majeſty ; diveſted 
himſelf of | his Robes' of I 
ble Light, that concealed an ni- 
feſted his Glory 'to the Angels; and 


was obedient to the Death of «the py. r04. 


Croſs. What are the higheſt and 
beſt 'of Men to him? Were it not 
extremely  unbecomin ng and unduriful - 
for a Subje& to refuſe Obedience to 
a-juſt Taw , 'if the King that made 
the Law ſhould voluntarily obferve-it, 
and: reſerve no- other advantage to 
himfelf, but the honour of enaQting 
it ?.:Qur- Saviour did not Rand upon 
the Dignity and” Liberty ' of his Per- 
ſon; being equal with God, and our 
King, but entirely complied with the 


ny and ſhall*we complain of” its 


igor ? | 

econdly; The' Greatneſs of”- his 
Sufferings. - They: were incomparable 
as'to: their value; {> in their degrees? 
He'eridured the equel Extremities' of 


Infamy' and Torment," that are-{6'con- 


trary-to the Inclinations of Mankind; 
He was: crowned with a cruel Drs: 
dem .of ' Thorns, - ſcourged,: ſpit upon 

derided, crucified: © 2 oy N ale 
| 3 as 
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as--if capable of; Underſtanding and 
AﬀeCQtion, was diſordered ia its' whole 
Frame- at his. Death, .'The Heavens 
{ympathized in Eclyples of the 'Sun, 
in the darkneſs of .the. Air at Mid- 
day, as Midnight; the Earth quak'd 
with deep Tremblings, and the Rocks 
were rent. aſunder. And the Suffer- 
ings. of his Soul. from the jncenſed 
Juſtice of God were - ihconceivably 
great. - What is the worſt we ſuffer 
either 1nmediately from God, or 1n- 
ſtrumentally from Men, to his bitter 
Paſſion ? Our Sufferiags are but ſu- 
perficial ſhadows of Miſery , compa- 
red to his deep Sorrows. | - 7 

. Thirdly ; His Sufferings were moſt 
- undeſerved : For. he--was the Holy 
One of God, his Conception without 
the leaſt taint of Sin, his Life: of 
ſtricteſt Purity,” and compleat - Obe- 
dience to the Divine Law, We may 
| read the Proceſs of our Sins, and un- 
derſtand their Guilt in his Paſſion. 
He was made : fin for: us, ( a Sacrifice 
to attone the Divine Diſpleaſure.) 
who knew 20 ſin. ' As David when 
guilty of. Adultery and Murder, -was 
fired with diſdain -at the relatios: of 


an 


hats, way jy Rel — EY fon ond gy. | a 
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an: incompaſionate Rich Man, kil- 
ling the fingle - Lamb of. his poor 
Neighbour, and ſparing his own nu- 
merous Flock; and when the Pro- 
pher unveiled the Parable, and fſur- 
prized ' him with -that piercing Re- 
proach ; Thow art the man / he pre- 
ſently by tharc Fiction in” another, 
was convinced of his own true guilr, 
and was extremely afflicted in the 
fenſe- of it : Thus. we are apt to con- 
ceive Indignation againſt the Mur- 
derers of our Saviour, the Apoſtate 
Apoſtle, the Malicious Prieſts, the 
Unrighteous Judge, the Bloody Sot- 
diers: But Conſcience ( as. a true 
Nathan ) may charge us to have been 
in that wicked Conſpiracy againſt the 
Lord of Glory, for our fins condemn- 
ed and crucified him, 


And as our fins were the impul. 


five Cauſe of his Sufferings, ſo our 


Good is the Effe& of them. He fu 
fered the death ' of the Crofs., 'thar 
his Blaod might be our Ranfom, his : 
Ignominy the. Purchaſe of our Glory, 
his Torments the Merit our Bleſled- 
aels, his Death the Seed of Immortal 
| F 4 Life 
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Life to us ; but we ſuffer the juſt 
Puniſhment of our own Sins. :* ; 
Fourthly ; His willing . Obedience, 
Divine Patience, and invincible Cons 
ſtancy in ſuffering for us.) | In: his di- 
ſtreſs, the whole Army of! Heaven 
were in readineſs for. his Proteftion 
and Reſcue, upon the leaſt fignifica- 
tion of his Will: Jf 1: prayed to my 


- father, he would ſend me twelve Legt- 


ons of angels. Nay, he had:the Springs 
and Keys of the Divine Power 1n his 
hands, and could by a Word have de- 
ſftroyed his Enemies; but he freely 
gave himſelf for us; and without re- 
ſiſtance , . without complaint rook up 
his Croſs. Now our- Saviour , who 
had the Fulneſs of the Spirit, com- 
municates to us the-firſt Fruits of: 1t, 
Faith and Love, Humility and -Pa- 
tience, Peace and Joy, to ſupport us 


| under Affliction. 


Fifthly ; Conſider the excellent Re- 
ward of his Sufferings, He was aba- 
ſed below Men, and is advanced 
above all the Anpelical Orders , and 
is the Eternal Argument of | their 
Praiſes: Never' were Sufferings {6 
grievous , never was Ifſue:ſo glorious, 
Ih a For 
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For - the joy that was ſet before him, 
he endured the croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, 


and. js ſet down at the right ' hand of 


the Majeſty on bigh. Now our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour hath promiſed, To him 
that overcomes, will I prant to fit with 
me in my throne, even as 1 alſo over- 
came , and am fet down with my Fa- 
ther - in his throne. Unfainting Per- 
ſeverance in' our Duty , ſhall be re- 
warded.- with the Glory. of our Re- 
deemer. And is not the proſpe& 
and expeQtation of this ſufficient to 
confirm our Minds, and make us 
patiently - bear the greateſt AMiQt- 
ons? - 

Secondly. ; [The Conſideration of 
the ſuffering Saints in all Apes, is a 
powerful Perſuaſive to Patience. Thus 
the Apoſtle James ditefts Chriſtians , 


Heb. 1 2.2. 


Rev. 3.21, 


Take, my brethren , the prophets , who Tm. 5.10. 


have (poke in the name of the Lord, 
for an example of ſuffering afflition, 
and of patience: And we: have great 
encouragement from hence, if we con- 
cider, nz Vir 4. of qe 29; : 

1110 {Fo That: hoſe who:arg:of 'moſt Pre- 
cious account with God;: and- highly 
favoured by him, are uſually — 


/ 
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ſed with ſharp AMiQtions: The fſin- 
gularity and greatneſs of a Calami- 
ty exaſperates the Sorrow , when it 
is apprehended as a ſign of 'extraor- 
dinary Guilt in the affliaed, and of 
ſevere diſpleaſure in God that ſends 
it ; but to prevent Trouble. that art- 
{eth from that apprehenſion, the Scri- 
pture records the. heavy | A fictions 
that -happened to God's choſen Ser- 
vants and Favourites. Moſes, whom 
God honoured with the. moft con- 
deſcending and familiar Diſcoveries of 
himſelf, was tried by long AfMictions, 
David,aMan afterGod's own heart, was 
a long time hurled to and fro by Tem- 
peſtuous Perſecutions from his unjuft 
and implacable Enemies. TIſ{4i«h, who 
was dignified with ſuch Heavenly Re- 
velations, that his deſcribing the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt ſeems rather the Hi- 
ftory of an Evangeliſt , than the Vi- 
ſion of a Prophet, was ſawn aſunder. 

2, Their- Nature was as frail as 
ours, their. Aflictions 'as cutting and 
ſenſible, yet how patiently and cou- 
ragiouſly did they endure the moſt 
cruel Sufferings? - 55 


3. We 
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3. We have the fame blefled Com- 
forter .to aſſiſt us as they: had, the 
Holy Spirit. He that:'is fiited : the 
Spirit of: Power, 1infuſeth a holy Mag- 
nanimity.to bear the:heavieſt Suffer- 
ings. - Now it is the Apoſtle's Infe- 
rence from the Hiſtory of the Saints 
under the 'Old Teftament ; ſome of 
whom 4%died Martyrs , and others li- 
ved Martyrs,'by their conſtant and 
generous : ſuffering various evils for 
Divine' Truth ; Wherefore ſceing we 


Heb. 12.1. 


are compaſſed about with ſo great a. 


cloud of witmeſſes, let us lay afide every 
weight , and the fin that doth ſo eaſily 
beſet us 6 and let us run with patience 
the rate that is ſet before us. The 
Metaphorical ' Expreflion, &« cloud of 
witneſſes , imports a numerous Com- 
pany , 'and-is by ſome of che An- 
cients interpreted as. an alluſion to 
the Benefit we receive from the Na- 
tural Clouds, that: refreſh the Air, 
and $skreen us. from the (ſcorching 
heat of the Sun. The Alluſion is too 
ſubtile and- ftrain'd, buc the Benefit is 
real; for the. admirable Examples of 


their :Patienceraad Courage are pow» - 
erful $0 refreſh: forrowful Spirits z We 


are 


—— 
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Rev, y. 9. 


are encompaſſed-with them as' a Theatre. 
There is no kind of AMiction , and 
no: part of our Duty , whereof there 
1s not preſented to us ſome Example 
for our Encouragement and: Imita- 
tion. Tt is alſo worthy of: Obſerva- 
tion, that Chriſtians have a' ſpecial 
Obligation, Encouragement , 'and Af: 
fiſtance to bear AMiCtions with chear- 
ful Spirits, above the Believers of the 
Old "Teftament. For under the Mo- 
ſaic Diſpenſation, outward Proſperity, 
Riches, Honour, Vifctory,: long Life 
were the open expreſſions. of God's 
Favour, promiſed by the terms of that 
Covenant, as Rewards to. Qabedience. ' 
Yet even then, ſome of:the moſt ex- 
cellent Saints were illuſtrious Exam- 
ples of patient ſuffering AMiQtions. 
But in the Goſpel God hath declared, 
that his deſign is to train up his Chil- 


_ dren by Sufferings, for / their future 


Happineſs, that: + hrough, many tribuls- 
tions they muſt enter into the kingdom 
of God. And we find the truth of 
this by manifold experience, from the 
firſt Ages of- the. Chriſtian Church. 
St. John, by Revelation;:beheld's great 
multitude, which. no 'man could __— 
| | 0 
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of 'all' nations ,. and kindreds, and. peor» 


ple, and tongues, that flood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, cloathed 
with white. robes, and palms in theis 
hands : And they all came out of great 
tribulation, and had waſhed their robes, 
and made them white in_ the blood of 
the Lamb; Now fince the Croſs 1s 


an Appendix to the Goſpel, we ſhould 


with more. prepared-Minds ſubmit. to 
it. Beſides, af: Believers: then , who 
enjoyed only Star-light, leſs clear dil- 
coveries of the glorious World to come, 
were: ſo; patient. and conſtant in ſuf- 
tering ::for. the Truth.z,jHow much 
more ſhould 'we be: animated in 
our - Troubles, to whom the Sux 
of : Righteouſneſs appears ,. revealin 

Life and. Immortality by the Goſpel ? 
If they. who. were partakers' of the 
Holy Spirit in lefſer degrees, were 
ſupported; z-ſhould not Chriſtians that 
receive the Graces of the Spirit in rich- 
er abundance; be more/ comforted ? 

'i;: Thirdly; All Creatures obey the 
Wall: of -the 'Creator ; all the lower 


| Rank 5 Fire ana hail, [pow ayd Va- Plal. 148, 
pours, : and flormy winds fulfil his word. * 


The Sn ſibod- ſtill till Joſhua had com- 
: pleated 


The Great Duty 


P{il. 103. 


pleated his ViQtory 5 2# farted back 
to' confirm the Paith of: {Zezekiab, 
Nay, ſcofible Creatures. will contra. 
di their own Natures at God's Com- 
mand. he Ravens fed Eltas, and 
the Lions ſpared Daviel. © And Crea- 


tures of the- ſuperior” Order :exaQly 


fulfil his Will. The angels that ex+ 
cel in ſtrength, do his commandments : 
hearkning to the woice of is word, 
They: do -not uſurp' upon- his Royal- 
ty, nor make- uſo of their Power 'to 
deny ſubje&ion to his Pleaſure; Now 
if the Inferior Creatures, ' who are un- 
der leſs Obligations, and cannqt un- 
derſtand their Duty 4 if Superior Crea- 
tares that”"'excel us in Nobility -of 
Nature, and Dignity of State , per» 
fealy obey God; ſhould + not their 
Example ſtrongly incite'us' to ſubmit 
to his Will? [2630 

- Fourthly ; It is our moſt glorious 


' PerfeRtion, to have our Wills united 


to the Divine Will. In Heaven Grace 
is in its exaltation, the Spirits of -Juſt 
Men are made perfe&t/by their Com- 
pliance with. the Divine Wifl that ab- 
ſolutely governs there. © A - private 
Will that compounds with God up- 
on 


of Reſignation, 


on ſordid Capitulations, that excepts 


againſt doing or ſuffering - what is 
diſtaſteful' and. harſh to. the carnal 
part, How unreaſonable , how dege- 
nerous and baſe is it? But when the 
W1ll is obedient, enlarged , and uni- 
form with God, *tis enobled. If our 
ſlow-pac'd Thoughts conld conceive 
things as eaſily, ſuddenly and clearly 
as the Angels do, our Minds would 


Hic eft 


be in the higheſt Elevation: And 1s 4g" «- 


it not a' more- valuable and deſirable 


nimus qui 
ſe Deo tra- 


PerfeQion to will as God does, than air. Se- 


to underſtand as the Angels ? 
Beſides, Patience has a ſpecial Emi- 
nence above other Grates, and ad- 
wances a Chriſtian to the higheſt Ho- 
nour and PerfeCQtion that is attainable 
here. All Graces are of the ſame 
Divine Extra&ion, and have the ſame 
general effte& upon the Soul ; They 
come from God, and produce a God- 
like Temper and Diſpoſition : But 
they are diftinguiſh'd by their Ob- 
jeas and Operations : Some are He- 
roick , exercis'd. about great things, 
and produce more Noble ACtions : 
Others are humble, and converſant 
m meaner things, and their Operati- 
ons 


F nec. 


32 


—— 
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ons are leſs eminent. As amongſt the 
Birds, the Eagles fly aloft, and only 
ſtoop for a great Prey : The Bees fly 
from Flower to Flower, and extra 
a Little Dew, but *tis all Honey. Ir 
is the Counſel of St. James to the af- 
flicted, Let patience have: her .perfett 
work , in bearing AfﬀiQtions, though 
heavy and. continued, that you may be 
perfect ana entire , wanting nothing. 


Mi ſiogular. Perfection and Encomium 


is' attributed to :Patience, in, that the 


trial and exerciſe of it is the moſt 


..-: difficult part of our Duty, and with- 


Heb. 2. 


out it 'we-can neither obey the Com- 
mands, nor -obtain the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel. Patience is the trueſt 
Fortitude, and draws forth other Di- 
vine Graces 1n their excellent activi- 
ty. What the temper is to material 
Weapons that are blunted or broken. 
in the Combat without it , Patience 


| Is to other Graces, their ſtrength is 


derived from it. This was the moſt 
glorious Perfection of Chriſt's Obe- 
dience ; For it became him. for whom 
are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many ſons to glory, 
to make the captain of their ſalvation 


perfets 
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perfet# through ſufferings... Patiegce is 
not, only defenlive Armour, but has 
noble Operations. ..,W hea our Saviour 
was nailed, tro the, Crofs, and was the 
Mark: wherein all.the poiſoned Arrows 
of. Rage and Malice were received, he 
{ſeemed only to Suffer, yet even: then 
performed the  mott divine. 'Exploits; 
zad obtained the,moſt glorious Victory ; 
he reconciled God, diſarm'd the. Law; 
ſubdued Satan,.';broke the Gates, of 
Hell, deſtroyed Death, and reſcued us 
miſerable forlorn Captives. Upca this 
account Chry/{oftom breaks forth in rap- 
turous Expreſiions, That our Sayiour 
ſuffering on the, Crofs, was more-Glo- 
rious than in. his Creating, the; World. 
Thus the Patience of. a Chriſtian , 
which in appearance is only a . quiet 
bearing Affliction from Gog, .yet pro- 
duceth many bleſſed effes,; & Be- 
lever, while he feels the; weight of 
God's Hand, .unceflantly ſeeks; his Fare 
with the moſt ardent AﬀeCtions.,, He 
doth not murmur againſt the Diſplea- 
ſure;of God, but mourns bitterly: chat 
he hath . deſerved: it. .. He ſurrenders 
bimſelf .to the: Divine Pleaſure, which 
is, the pureſt: AQ of Ohedtengss;;;Ho 
= G LD» 
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ſiibdues' His unruly Paffiods; which is 
a more noble  Vitory than the- At- 
chievemenits 'of the moſt © celebrated 
Conquerors. *Tis true, the power of 
Grace is 'very conſpicuobs in refiſting 
pleaſant Temptations, the pernictous 
attraCtives of the Senſes and carnat Ap» 
petites ; bur more-in the Battels of Pa- 
tience, by how much *ris more eafy' to 
Nature to be content 'withour unneceſ- 
fary and ſuperficial Pleaſures, than'tro 
endure oppreſſing and painful Evils. 1 
will produce an inſtance tn both kinds, 
recorded in Scripture, for the Venera: 
tion and Imitation of all. © "The firft is 
that of Foſeph, whoſe unſpotted Cha- 
ſtity was dilcovered by rejeQting the tm- 
pure | deſires of his Maſter's Wife. 
Three powerful Tempters join'd to 
draw his Conſent, Solitude, Youth; 
and Solicitation ; Solitude wirh its S1- 
lence, is 'often more perſuaſive to the 
commiſſion of Sin than' the ſtrongeſt 
Eloquence; becauſe there being” none 
that fees, takes away the ſhame of be- 
ing ſeen in guilty and foul Aaotions; 
Youth'is violent it its Appetites, and 
needs'no' intreaties to induce it to gratt- 
fy theim't The Senſaal' ann -* 
on an 


bm 


of Reſignation; _ 


and bas ſuch a raviſhing power-upon 
the*Will, that' ro'corrupt Natnre the 
Temptations irrefiſtible , and. wich- 
[out Divine Strength , an inſtance of 
overcoming it, would be as 'rare as a 
-Phinix in the World. © Belides, Joſeph 
\was her Slave, and was tempted by In- 
tredties mix'd With Tnticemetits from a 
Superior, that (like a Bow that draws 
Strength from its bending ) by making 
a ſhow of ſubjeQtion acquires a double 
Empire. But'he had a Reverence of 
his taviſible Obſetver and Judges How 
ſhall T do this great wickedneſs, and ſin 
#24inſt God ? Now. that Joſeph in the 
Flower of his Age, was nor embol- 
defied by Solitude, nor excited by Con- 
cupiſcence, nor poiſoned by the breath 
of the Baſilisk, was an admirable ef- 
feat of Divine Grace. He' preſerved 
his (incere and conftant Innocence, as 
the Sun its undefiled luſtre in the midſt 
of all the feculent-exhalations that aſ- 
cend from the Earth. | 

- The other Inftance is Job, ' whoſe 
Vieteetious Grace in the compariſon, is 
mot6 glorious than that of Joſeph ; fot 
as the laples-of thoſe who by Terrors 
hd” Torients violate the Lay; are 

Ny G 2 leſs 
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| k:Gculpable, and more. .excufable; than 
of choſe: who by-.Seaſual' Alluremenss 
tragſgreſs the Divine, Commands, the 
Human, Nature being.capable;of fach 
a7 pls- dolorous impreflions. as infinitely, ;ex- 
cen 10 ®5- ceedall the Pleaſures of Seal ; and cor- 
SG ſequently the. yielding from fear .of 
vehement. pains and.:extreme evils, 6s 
leſs voluntary than what proceeds from 
the Loveof Delights ; ; 1o proportiona 
bly that Virtue is-more eminent that 
remains ficm, and. preſerves us-in,our 
Duty, notwithſtanding the Batteries of 
extream. Evils,. thag. that which pre 
ſerves us-by flight. from the: Seceichy 
ſenſitive . good. 

The: Holy Ghoſt has. given us 2 DAr- 
ticular .. Narrative of Job's Troubles, 
and his. behaviour under them : 'T he 
loſs.of 2 great Eſtate was but a prepa- 
rative for. worſe Calamities.; z his;Len 
Children were all detiroyed..in a day; 
his Body. was covered with Ulcers; 
bis Wife, that in this deſolate Condite 
on, Was oy 7 left to alleviate. his Sor- 
rows: unſpeakably. increasd them; 
yet under this heavy. weight of Miſe- 
ries, he did not expreſs qne.unbecoming 
complint His Patience exceeded: So 
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the' Piins' of his Body;"and 'GficſF'of 
his Mind. © Who'loves God ſo'afdent- 
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none like him ox#'the earth ? Unparaflel'd 
Saint! who endutedſach: a ſucceſfion 
of Trapical Events with humilicyand 
fabmiſſion ! The/aftive holineſs pf his 
Pfoſperous 'Life}* is 'rtvt recorded wich 
thaxNoteof -cminenc} and admitation,; 
as\his Parient Suffertnigs, for whith"he 
is miverſally Crowned with'the VKUItS 
of: the Saints in alt* Apes. 'F? Yave 
we) G 3 heard 


EE: 


Arts, and Sirengeh. $9 oyercomd/ yy 
and.; had. not beea- foiled. in -Þisr/At- 
FONG: his Graces bad not beeviſo il- 


w 


glirions. . 56; Petr declares, "Th th 


er 
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of Reſignation. 


ſairit of \glary, . and: of God, irefts npon 
ſuffering Chriſtians  They;' are - the 
Temples ofithe Holy Spiry,- the Ecrer- 
nal [Deity,: wherein he diſp ays bis' Dj- 
vine Virtue -and-glorious Power.,.- In 
ſhart,. God uſually: conduQs his People 
to: the ſublimeſt degrees of Grace and 
Glory by Suffering ; the more: they are 
tried and refined; the 25-qgune their 
Crows nil _ 


-?E55i-04r, Felicicy quietly to re- 
Gas our. Wills te: the Bleed Will: of 
Gad. +: Patienes;: conſidered: as:a' Mos 
ral:Virtue, frees us from, ,many.Sarrows 
and: vexations that: are ſapervenient to 
an Affliction ,-and are cauſed: meerly 
from the Ditemper, and -unquict: dil- 
orderly agitations of our own: Paſſions. 
Nature inſtructs. a Dog by liking his 
Wound to heal: it, a lively Emblem of 
the.bealing:operation of : diſcreet. Paci- 
ence-'to the afflited- Spirit;; -;Patience 
lioes the Y okei;i:and makes: it {after 
and more eaſy tous. : Beſides,an hum- 
ble-and full 'Submiſſion.to; the.,Y1jl of 
Gad, as the Rule: of Goodaſs,- brings 
down the Peace, and: Jay, of- Baradile 
iato our Souls,:: The glorified: Saints 
G 4 ar 
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are raiſed aboveallDifaſters#nd 'Trous, 
bles ; nothing can diftutb'the ſerenicy., 


or gr rs of their ſtate; 'From 
this Principle 'of  Perfe@tion and: Felicr 
ty, that -God's' Will-is>always iatcoms 
pliſhed;'to' which their ' Wills -are:en- 
tirely ſubordinate, in dbedience to'his 
Authority,” and by their" proper \incli? 
ration.-'' Ag the: Waters iwhithan che 
Creation God tranſported''above- the 
Heavens, are not moved as thoſe here 
below by >the furious agitation: of. the 
Winds, but as if they were of a Cai 
leftial «nature; ' have the fame regular 
motion with'"the! Heavens: The 'An 
els; whoſe; Aeal:for the: Honour-of 
God, 'and Love-to the:Sonlsgof 'Men'is 
:ncomparable, yet. they {ce-the Rebels 


hon 6b his SubjeQs, whereby his Glory 


is obſcured, 'and'the final deftruQtion of 
Rebellious: Sinners; withobr-the leaſt 
diminution i of i their: 5Felicity', becauſe 
they always" ucquieſce:in the 'Divine 
Will, that ordersall things for-ther beſt 
end. ' And fo'far as ous Willsare: com 
plying with ot Divine Will, :we enjoy 
a tranquitiey-of Mind: which aff 
ative accidentscdannet diſquict.” 'Sttab 
fin delcvibes! Bleflednets iro” OE 
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of Befimations” 


the accompliſhmeng:of cutidefires, ant 


in bavingioblyregular-Defirev: Now's 
Saint whoſe Willis abſolately,.cefigned 
to: Gad's Willy has:a'foretalte of; Bleſs 
ſedneſs !hetegicfon; whatſbevde;dappens 
10 hui here; us from: God's Walb thar 
approves or permits it,.and:herein be 
fmds:-fatisfattions; W hat a:-piire!:undi- 
{turbed: Pleaſtireſprings from this Con- 
ſideration;.ithat the Wiſdom and Loye 
of God chuſeth always what 1s belt for 
us >: T his\:wilh make us contefted in 
every-ſtateji even when our Condition 
4s'nfot- correſpoagent with gur. natural 
Deſires, /out!; Defires are graczouily aC- 
corded: with aur, Condition.:\ W hat ex- 
-penſive Induſtry, has been:uſed to -pro- 
cure..the.\fantiet: Philoſophir:s Stone , 
#hat' changes} all, Metals unta-. Gold, 
'which'if: obtained cannot make us .hap- 
-Þy1?- Por as:the-natural heat-ofi the Bo- 
ay does:aot proceed from-.che Gloaths, 
but from the Bddy that warms:;them : 
Wer fee:r:Perfons. in; the|fitroaf ar Ague 
ſhake with:co1d;.abough covered 'with 
-Purs 2:S0 true-Felicity doth; nod pro- 
.ceed from the owteward Conditiong:-but 
'from: the Temper. of the: Mind: The 
Rich ofteg want, Content in-the con- 


fluence 
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fluenceof-allthings,1audiare often: diſt 
quicted wirhi the: fears of! loſing their 
Poffefſions;But Acquieſvence inthe Dis 
vine Diſpolal always bringsfatisfaQtion 
rorheSoukvITis aninviolable/Treafure 
that canvior by res _ violent Evils be 
taken fromrus.,2?i 257; 

- T ſhall annex | T WG: -oCockiderations 
more, - to ſhew how 'gur:'Þelicity is:pro- 


ne op our - omngar Sufſpriogs. 


Firſt ; Tis. Aa bleſſed! "Caraacd of 


Gap Elebiov by the mold free and ' un- 


changeable Love of God:»: 'The Apo- 


#le | tell zaMiQted : Chriſtians , That 


whons ' he did: foreknow,' ihe (did predeſtt- 
nate 80 be conformed to'the zzmage of his 


Son, +har he wight be the firſt bor amone 


many brethren. -If we ſuffer: with his 
Divine Patience, with his humble and 
holy! Aﬀections, {tis a _ and'certain 


evidehge {that we”: _ 1nted ';to 


Reighewith him." bear ithe 
Imigevf tout” foring pens 4n :our 


= 1Sys&&, we Thall'\bear:his :glori- 
ws wk the Heavenly; 'The well- 
| _—_ 


Hope of this is: very: com- 


Fotrablþdul 'rhe- greateſt AMittions;.and 


will | excoursYe usts perfevere' in m_ 
C 


o Befignation.” 


ble ſufferings: For” if: his Sovereipa 
Pleaſure i has ordaine$ us 'to Fretnal 
Life, tow:'juſt is 5 thar we ſhould 
with:awtentire and:: religned ſubmiſſi- 
on: yield up'our ſelves to' the -Condu@t 
of his Wiſdom, 'as to the ways by 
which -we ſhall obtain it ? 
Secondly ; By a 'Filial Subcmiffioh 
to God's: Chaſtiſemerits , we' have' a 
bleſſed Teſtimony of! 'our- Adoption. 
*'Tis the Apoltle's comfortable Infe- 
rence , 1f ye endure chuſftiſements, Go 
dealeth: with you -43*with 'ſpns; that is, 
if without "murmuring! or fainting , 
if with that reſpe& and fubjeRion 
that''is 'due to the high and! holy 
Providence: of God , then 'we 'may be 
— of. his: Paternal* Relation to 
us'\, and: bis Rod: comforts #5; 85 the 
ſtrokesiof it-are- an' Argument of tris 
care--and!ilove to 'us. - From hence 
proceeds-:inexprefible and peel 
Conſolation to afMifted' I 
The ſame: AMitiorn'as to the ma 
ter-:and eireumſtances;, - way: be u "A 
humble meek Sufferers ; /"Ynd"refracto- 
T' ftubborn Sinners,” #haF" tick againff 
che burare diftinguifhed by the 
im noe"? God. They are _— 


the: Humblez asi GorreQtians from the 


wiſe:Love of 4:Father, - who: dearly 
regards their: :Somls3i tothe: Obdurate, 
#8 V engeance:from- the righteous: Se- 
Serity: of :#1 Judge. - Upon:ttie:hum 
ble-they J4ll as ſoft, as a::flhiower of 
Sow ; upon; the; other as the iſtorm 
of fiery 'Fpid ainen the Egyptians; and 
the; Ifſue--of them is as different as 
Heaven and:;HeB. nity bot 

, -: Laſtly ;.:Phis:Mſharp; Difcipline con- 

' tigves but. daviag aur Mhevcxity, here ; 
when ,we .arriv&.at:the. ſtare: of Per- 
feQiqn 'we. ſhall::wot; need::tt%; And 
this Life is,butia-ſhort:eranfition to 
thei next Wigrld..;' What :comparifon 
is there. between i; few. Vears', and 
the, Volume] of: Exernal:i Ages!?-'Tis 
the Conſolatory.of thei Apaltie;; The 
time is ſbart, "Heb. thaſe.thati rfebe as 
if they wept ot. >; Within@little:while 
afflicted Saincrs (halliaſcendito:the Re: 
gion iof Bjelſsdfxfh,: and a@rCloud of 
Sexcow,,noShadgywidt: Fearemo!Dark- 

nes; of Angicty:35can-reach fa: high 

to-:darken and :djurb:tlieinrFelicity : 

Weeping : can endure; tut foros night, 

| 9nd . joy comes.cif.ivhe-; mortting.4of, the 

rt Ks. everlaſting Pay For a a x" 
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I. bid my face: from theeg but with evere 
laſting kindneſs will' E receive! thee, ſaith 
| the Lord: Death is the: laſt Rep. out 
of Mortality ;and Miſery Be ye. alſo Jan. 5. 
patient ,:\ pabliſp your hearts., for the 
coming of the. Lord. drams nigh. 


Secondly ; To theſe Motives I ſhall 
add ſome DireQions.; for: the Per- 
formance. of this hard; Duty. 


Dire#. 1. A ſtedfaſt Faith in the<© 
Divine Providence. and Promiſes, will = 
gompole the - Soul - to-a;: quiet ſubmil» / 
fion to; God's Pleaſure in the ſharp» ; -».: 
eft .Teoubles: ff its 0 14 nin 

All things: are. under the intimate 
Ioſpe&ion, |the. wiſe ConduQ, the 
powerful.Jnfluence of his'Providence. 

This is one of - thoſe primez:. univerſal, 
rich Truths, from-whence fo many 
praQical Confequences::are derived, 
By. virtue of is we may: infallibly con- 
clude... that; all things: that ' come-'ro 
paſs, are diſpoſed in' the beſt. ſeafon, 
and beſt maftner, for. the beſt ends. 
If. we. were--admitted-to:the -Councit 
of. State aboye, and underſtood [the 
immediate reaſons of every parcel 
1793 _ 
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Decree, we could: not be:more. infal- 
ſibly afſur'd of che Wiſdom-and Gov 
neſs, the ReQitude and Equay of his 


- Diſpenſations,, than by this- univerſal 


Principle , that "is applivable. to: all 
Events, as Light to every Colour, 
That what God appoints is beſt, 
That we: may feel the bleſſed Influ- 
ence of | it more effeQually, let us 
conſider that: Divine Providence ex- 
tends to the whole Creation : *Tis 
Infinite , :and- over-ruling: all things. 
God is -pleaſed ro repreſent it in Scri- 
pture, according'to the narrownelſs of 
our Capacity : As Fl;ha-contratted 
himſelf ro the ſtature of the- Shuna- 
mitze's Child, applying his' Mouth to 
bis Mouth, and his Hands -to his 
Hands. "Fhus *tis ſaid; He tides up- 
on. the heavens, to ſignify his abſo- 
late Power in: ordering -all the mo- 
tions of the moſt high, 'vait, and plo- 
rious pare of - the vifible Univerſe. 
He telleth the amber of the flars; ht 
calleth them all by theiy' pidmes. The 
Stars arethe brighteſt and+triolt active 
parts of *the- vaſt' Region above us, 
and are -called the Hoſt of Heaven, 
with reſþe@ toxtieir Nurhber and _ 
_ er. 
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der. God is their Generkl 72nd chough: 
they ſeetn*itinfimerable tg bat Benſes, 
yet the mulſtittde"is cx1Aly known 


ro him; and yields ready and entife 
Obedience”*to hHis'" Pleaſure. Pro 


whence 'the PRIMIR tdfers'; Great & Pra 147, 
the Lord, and of great power, his 


derflanding i infinite. 


"a7p-\ 5: 


There 15 nothing inthe lower World 
cxempted from-the Empire and AQ. 


vity of God's Providence: 


He is uns 


moveable; and moves all 7 inviſible; 
yet appears in all. * 'The' moſt caſbal 
things are not withour his Guidance; 
4 man drew a bow at 4'uentife, With- 1 Kings 


out exprel3- Win”; —_— direQed 
oihts 


the Arrow through the 


22. 34+ 


Aha's Armout',” rhat* perittrated fo 
the Springs of Life. "'ThE* djnucteſ? 


and leaſt *tonfiderable 'things' are of? 
dered by him. | A Sparrow' Yoes not 

pol: *Tih 
tidt an Hypetbolical Expreffidn'of vue 


fly-or fall without his diff 


Saviour, bur an abſolure Truth, Thi 
all the haits' of our head aye numbred; 


Mat. 16, 


wil rot one falls to the ground without 
bs firewſs *The voludtary and moſt 
Indeterqiiny Cauſes of things are ut 


def his ConduRt, The heattsvf Mich; 


eVen 


"®. 
ny __—_— 


OBS GO) BIOPSY ASS WAS PI A EN PI WO ITY WL AE gee her tres 


_ The:G2egh 3 { Duky 


even. of, Kiggs! that. AFC; ft abſolute 
7 are,.1n,the, Hand .gf 
the Lord ,;:he, turns; FM :accordin 
to: his Plea ce-5, asithe 1Streams-/ 0 
Water are by.;{everal Trenches; con- 
 veyed to refreth, a Garden, by the skil- 
ful Husbandman. So 
Sin , that is the, mol{” diforderly 
qaing 10..the world, ,15:ngt only with- 
in the compals. of - his Permiffion, bur 
i5. limited and diſpoſed by his Provis 
y Sag And; ſuch is his Goodneſs, 
that. be-wquld-not permit..ic, if bis 
Power could-not over; rule that Evil, 


2a 


...-: , tor a Good, that, prepongerates the 


Evil. And-all affliclive; Evils, by his 
own Declaration, are the effefts of his 
juſt and, powerful Providence. Is there 
any. evil. inthe city ; and. 1, have not 
done it ? His. Providence is compre: 
beaſive:abid.compleat ; oo unforeſeen 
Accidents, m/ the freett; and moſt cons 
tingent, things ,..no.,unvpluntary. oby 
 ftruftion1 Fed the moſt neceſſary. thingy 
, can \break..che eatirenels,,. or ;difcom- 
pole. the. order . of _ his: ' Providence. 
The Lord is 5n | opens be anth ats 
forever he 6 phe eth in Heaven, and. it 
$w0G5 in, 
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ces. ., How .exaQly. and: eafily does he 
manage and over-rule all things ?. The 
whole World .is his Houſe.; .and all 
the ſucceſſive Generations of Men-his 
Family ;. ſome are his Sons , and: by 
voluntary ſabjeftion; others his Slaves; 
and by. juſt conſtraint fulfil his Pleas 
ſure. ?Twas. the Saying of a Wile 
King,. inſtructed by Experience, That 
the Art of. Government. was like the 
laborious Travel of a Weaver, that 
| requires. the attention of the Mind, 
| and the -aQtivity of the Body ..the 
Eyes, Hands, and Feet, are all. in 
| exerciſe: And how often. is the con- 
texture of Human Counſels ; rhough 
woven. with great care; yet unex- 
peedly broke? So many croſs Acci- 
dents interpoſe, ſo many. Emergencies 
beyond all prevention ſtart up ;- that 
fruſtrate the deligns and hopes of the 
moſt Potent-. Rulers of this World. 
But God diſpoſes all chings with more 
tacility than one.of us can move a 
Sradin of Sand: The Government of 
the World has a leſs proportion to 
his Infinite Wiſdom! and uncontroula- 
ble Power, than a grain of Sand hath 
tsche ſtrength of a Man. His _ 
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fel ſhall always ftand'; all ſecond Cau- 
ſes depend upon him in their Beings, 
their Agency and Influences. Nothing 
is executed in this vifible Kingdom 
below, but by expreſs Order from his 
zavifible Court ; and all Occurrences 
are made uſe of for the accompliſh: 
ing the deſigns of his eleQing Mer. 


Cy, in the glorification of his Sainrs. | 


Now all that is comfortable and re. 
viving, 1s contained in this Principle, 
If his Providence reaches to the Birds 
of the Air, and the Lillies of the 


Field , much more to the Saints, 1n Þ 
whom he hath a Propriety ; and ſuch Þ 
is his condeſcending Love , and in-F 
conceivable Benignity , that he tiles | 
himſelf by the moſt cadearing Rela- 
tion, 7 heir God, They are the prime 


part. of his vigilant care. *Tis St. Au+ 


© 5510 99 {{ta's affectionate ejaculation , O Omnat- 
potent Goodneſs, that ſo particularly 


renardeſt every one of us, as if the ſole 
Objetts of thy tender care, and all of us 


as ſingle perſons! The Sun applies its 


quickening Influences for the produQi- 
on and growth of a fingle Plant as 
particularly as if there were no other 


things in the World to. receive rhem 3 
yet 
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yet at the ſame time it palles from Sign 
to Sign in -the Heavens, changes the 
Scenes of the Elements, produces new 
Seaſons, and its active and prolifick 
heat forms and transforms whatſoever 
is' changed ina Nature. 'Fhis is a fit 
refemblance of the univerſal and 
ſpecial operations of Divine. Pro- 
vidence; what a ſtrong ſecurity 
doth this give to a Chriſtian in the 
midſt of all Trouble in this corrupt and 
changeable World ? How will it clear 
the mind from - thoſe miſerable per- 
plexities, and quiet thoſe improvidenr, 
precipitant Paſſions that fo often affli& 
| theafflited ? Whatever Evils befal the 
| Saints, are with the Knowledg, the 

| Will, and by the Efficiency of God, 
tnaterially conſidered 3 and is he defe- 
Qive ia Wiſdom, Power, or Good- 


| nefs, that what he does, either might 


or ought to be better otherwiſe ? In- 
deed, ſometimes the ſpecial ends of bis 
AfﬀiQting Provideace are in ſuch deep 
obſcurity, that our Line is too ſhort to 
fachom, and the manner how Good 
fhall reſult from Evil is unknown; but 
then we may conelude with evidence, 
'tis for the beſt, . When Czſarins a Pri- 
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mitive Saint was arguing in himfelf, 
how that Scripture could be true, Thar 
the Earth was founded on the Waters; 
how the more weighty Element ſhould 
not fink, and be overwhelmed by the 
other : He ſtopp'd the courſe of his 
Thoughts by this refleQtion, I forgat 
ny ſelf when I [aid to God, How can this 
be? And admires that which he could 
not comprehend. bor inferior reaſons 


we often pray, that particular Evils | 


that are near, may be prevented ; bur 
Hf they overtake us, we may be ſatisfied 


that they are appointed by his Supreme | 
Reaſon and Everlaſtiog Counſel. - As F 
in a -Confort of Muſick, the parts are | 
not formed when they are ſung, but | 
were compoſed before. by the skill of | 


the Muſicjan, and every part affign'd 
convenient to the Voices of. the Perſons. 
Thus the various conditions and paſla- 
ges of our lives were {0 diſpoſed by the 


 Savereign Wiſdom of God from Eter- 


nity, and as molt fit for us. Whether 


the Evils proceed more. immediately: 


and entirely from his hand, or by the 
intercurrence of ſecond cauſes; 'tis 
equally certain they come by the deter- 
minate Counſel and foreknowledge ” 
God. 
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God. Our Saviour anſwers Plate, 
T how couldff have no power at all againſt 
me, except it were given thee from above. 
All the aMiQive Evils that proceed 
from the malice of Men, and increaſe 
their Guilt and Judgment, are ordered 
by his Providence, for the Spiritual and 
Eternal Good: of his People; this con- 
fideratioa will prevent much Sin and 


| Trouble that the beſt Men are liable to 


in their perturbations and paſſions. 


| There is nothing more exaſperates an 
| afflicted Mind than the apprehenſion 
| that one unjuſtly ſuffers, 


Lexiter ex merito quicquid patiare fe- 
rendum eſt : 

—— Que venit indignt pana dolends 
Vents. 


A righteous puniſhment even Nature 
conſents 1s to be received with meek 
ſubmiſſion ; but to be patient under 
unjuſt Perſecurions, not to be provok'd 


| by Injuries and Enemies, is one of the 


hardeſt things in the World. If by a 
flaſh of Lightning, or by a ſhower of 
Rain,: we are blaſted or wet, we en- 
dure it patiently ; but if one throw 

H 3 Wild-fire 
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Wild-fire or Water on us; we reſent 
the indignity with Anger' and Vexati- 
on. Now, if we in our deliberate 


Thovghts-conſider, that God not only | 


permits, but” ſends all che Evils we 
moſt uaworthily ſuffer from Men, and 
that he commands our quiet, humble 
behaviour under them, nay, that he 
will over-rule all fo as the iſſue ſhall 
be bleſſed, what tranquility and acqui- 


elcence will it produce in the ſharpeſt | 
Diſpenſations of his Providence ? But Þ 
on the contrary , exclude Providence F 
out of the World, 'and the Mind is in- Þ 
volved in Darkneſs with all its 'Ter- F 
rors, Atheiſm is the Gulf of Impiety | 
and Infelicity. None ſays, where is | 
God, my maker, that gives ſongs in the | 


zight, that converts Poiſons 1nto  Re- 


medies, the ſaddeſt Evils into means | 


of the beſt Good, 'and our Affilictions 
into Conſolations. He that lives with- 


but God in-the World, if he loſeth 


what he ſuperlatively loves, or falls 
under an incurable Evil, has no other 
remedy but a reſolution to endure 
it as well as he can: And: he is ex- 
tremely miſerable that has no. Joy 
here, nor hopes of it hereafter, not the 
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encouragement of a happy Iſſue to bear 
it patiently. | | 

In conjun&ion with the belief of 
God's Providence, our belief of his 
Promiſes, that his Truth is unchanpe- 
able, for the performance of them, is 
requiſite to preſerve the afflicted Spirir 
ina calm and ſubmiſſive ſtate. A pre- 
ſent Evil ſtrikes the imagination and 
ſenſes in another manner than a future 
' © Spiritual Good. Now Faith is the 
| ſubſtance of things hoped for, &c. it 
| makes inviſible things to be the greateſt 


| realities to the Soul; the ſteady reli- 


ance upon the Divine Attributes enga- 
ged them to fulfil his Promiſes, and is 
of an invincible efficacy to ſtrengthen 


H-b, IT. To. 


the Soul in every diſtreſs. O Lord of Pl 3+ 


Hoſts, bleſſed is the man that truſteth in 
thee, His uncontroulable power Go- 
veros all the Orders of Creatures, and 
the Honour of his Truth is ſo Sacred, 
That heaven and earth ſhall paſs away 
. without the failing of any good thing pro- 
wiſed to his people, Faith affifts Pati- 
ence; as the Blood that is a natural 
Balſam, flows to the wounded part to 
heal and conſolidate it. Theſe Graces 
are inſeparable, and are recorded with 
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' ' ſpecial obſervation, ' as: the Fountains 


of Courage under Sufferings. ' Hers 
is the faith and patience ' of the ſaints; 
and we are diretted to follow them; who 
through faith and patience have inherited 
the promiſes. - -Ocher Graces are enga- 
ged. in” the Chriſtian ' Combat, ' and 
ſtrive for Vidtory, but,Faith and Pati- 
ence are Crowned; :And to ſupport 
us in great Troubles, a firm afhance in 
the Divine Promiſes as belonging to us; 
is of infinite Moment, 'I wil.greatly 
rejoice, and truſt in the Lord, my ſoul 
ſhall be joyful in my God. T he general 
apprehenſion -of God's Mercy is 1nef- 


fetual to ſupport us: And to claim a | 
Title in him without a real Evidence; Þ 


1s vain; But a regular Truſt,” an 'ap- 
plicative Faith, in-conjunQion with 
our {incere -performing the Conditions 
of the Promiſes, is to a Chriſtian, like 
the - ſacred locks of - Sampſon's hair, 


' whilſt- they remained, he was inviaci- 


ble ; - but when cut off, he became 
weak as other Men. -Qur Comforts 
riſe and fall according to the ſtronger or 
weaker degrees - of our Faith: - Peter 
walked firm upon the Waves till he 
doubted, and then began to fink, Ong 
bake -Þ ve AG + © 2)" abs ON 
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of the ſore(t and moſt dangerous Tem- 
ptations 'of the affliftedis, that they 
are out of God's Favour, 'The Mourn- 
ing Veil darkens the eyes of their 
. Minds, that they carinot ſee his com- 
paſionate' Countenance , they cannot 
reconcile his Gracious Promiſes with 
his Providential Diſpenſations ; the 
good' things he hath prepared for 
hereafter, with the evils he ſends here. 
As Gideon complained to the Angel, 1# 
God be with us, how comes all this evil to 
#s? And the Spirit of Darkneſs takes 
the advantage of great troubles to tempt 
{ad Souls to-. deſpondency, as if they 
were utterly forſaken of God. If this 
Temptation prevail, zf the heavens be 
as braſs, and the earth as iron; it no 
Influences deſcend ' from above, and 
there be no Springs below 3 if Di- 
vine and Human Comforts fail, there 
remains nothing but deſperate Sorrow. 
St. Auſtin, to repel this rempration, in- 
troduceth- God anſwering the afflicted 
and diſcomforted ; Is this thy Faith ? 
Did I promiſe 1emporal Proſperity to 
you? Were you made a Chriſtian for 
this , that you might flouriſh in this 
World? The Faith of our -Adoption 
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is confirmed by his Corre&ions. If 
they are profitable to us, if we are 
refined, not harden'd by the Fiery 
Trial, we have a clear teſtimony of 
our Intereſt in him. 7 will bring them 
through the fire, and they ſhall be refined 
as filver and pold is tried; and they 
ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God. 
Briefly, Let us ſtrengthen our Faith 
of the glorious State , and our Title 
to it, and it will make us firm againſt 
all the violent Impreffions of Adver- 
fity; it will produce a joyful exulta- 
tion even in the afflicted State. The 
Chriſtian that with ſtedfaſt Faith and 
attentive Conſideration looks on the 
ineſtimable infinite Felicity, is regard- 
leſs of all things in the World, in 
compariſon with it. Sacred Hiſtory 
reports of Sau! the Perſecutor, who 
was transformed into an Apoſtle, That 
a-ſudden Light from Heaven of that 
exceſſive brightneſs encompaſſed him, 
that he was ſtruck blind, and ſaw no 
man :; This may be ealily and juſtly 
applied to every ſincere Believer in a 
moral ſenfe : The firſt effett of the 
ſpiritual Light that ſhines in the eyes 
of his Mind, and diſcovers unſeen 
| eternal 
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eternal things, is to darken his ſight 

of the things that are temporal : Even 

the greateſt rhings here are not of 

ſuch moment, as to allure or terrify 

him from proſecuting his bleffed End. 

St. Peter declares of perſecuted Chri- 

ſtians, That believing, they rejoice with | pet. 1.8. 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. The 
Martyrs dearly embraced the Croſs of 

Chriſt, and prized the Thorns of his 
Crown, more than all the Roſes cf 
Pleaſure, than all the Diadems of 
earthly Dignity, in expe#ation of the 

bleſſed Reward. Tertullian wrote to 

che Noble Confefſors of Chriſt thar 

were impriſoned in Africa, How wil- 

lingly would we change our Proſperity 

with your precious Miſeries ? If weak 
Nature be ſenſible of your hard Re- 

ſtraint and Sufferings, rake flight by 

your Thoughts to Paradiſe. The Per- 0:1: 5pi- 
ſecutors cannot lay Fetters upon your 7! parene 
Spirits, but when you pleaſe you may ——_ 
aſcend'to the Kingdom of God, where ar: ſpiries. 
you ſhall reign for ever. In the mean Fs 
time counterpoize the Darkneſs and ——— 
Straitneſs, the Loathſomneſs and Suf- nimw in 
terings of your Priſon, with the Light —_ 
and Amplitude, the Riches and Abun- : 
#45t. $47 | be EY % E-—"v : dance, 
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dance, the Joy and Glory of .the Ce- 
leftial Kingdom, which no words are 
{ignificant enough, or worthy to ex- 
preſs. A Saint whoſe Bleſſedneſs is in 
Nulw iis Heaven, cannot be made utterly un- 
do'or eſt a: happy by Afflitions on Earth. He will 
incſarie ſerve God with as much Love and as 
Ne malorum l k 
preſentiom, good a Will, when poor, deſpiſed, dil- 
—_— conſolate, as in a flouriſhing condition 
-o-um bono- and With this peculiar fatisfaQtion, that 
rum. Quid his Sincerity 1s then moſt evident : For 
— the ſervice that is without reſpeCt to a 
ad De: Ser» preſent Salary, a temporal Intereſt, is 
w_ : 2= aan baſe and mercenary. Beſides, thar 
*viize, Obedienceis more eminent and accepta- 
quo gratia ble that is with Sufferings, and the Re- 
wan ward ſhall be anſ{werable to. our Obe- 
celeftis ex- dience. One Draught of rhe River 
p:#a:* that makes glad the City of God above, 

Cypr. cont. 4 . 
Demet. Can ſweeten all the bitterneſs of the 
5 world, In ſhort, the Chriſtians Hope 
is in the Apoltle's expreſſion , The ax- 
chor of the ſoul ſure aud ſtedfaſt , that 
enters within the weil ; it is faſten'd in 
Heaven, confirmed by the Fidelity of 
God's Promiſes, and the prevailing In- 
terceſſion of Chriſt, and ſecured to us 
in the midit of all the turbulent Agita- 
tions 1g the wideSca below, Hope makes 
us 


—__ of Refignation, 


us not only patient but joyful inall our 
Sufferings. A Chriſtian enconraged by 
the bleſſed Hope, comes with Joy to 
Death , as the Door that opens to the 
Kingdom of Glory, and immortal Bleſ- 
ſedneſs. 


Dire@#. 2. Let God be the ſupream 
Obje& of our eſteem and affections ; 
and whatſoever evils we fuſtain, will be 
made light and eaſy to us. The Apo- 
ſtle aſſures us, That all things, even the 
moſt affliting, work for the good of thoſe 


that love God. That heavenly AﬀeRt- .; 


on is not only the Condition that enti- 
tles us to:that Promiſe, that by ſpecial 
Pcivilege- makes al} the evils of this 
world advantagious to the Saints; bur 
'tis the Qualification by which *tis ac- 
compliſhed. By Love we enjoy God, 
and Love will-make us willing to door 
ſuffer whar: he pleaſeth, that we may 
have fuller Communion with him. In 
God all PerfeCtions are in tranſcendent 
eminence, they are always the ſame, 
and always new. He pives all things 
without any diminution of his Trea- 
ſures : He receives the Praiſes and Ser- 
vices of the Angels, without any ad- 

| vantage 
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vantage or increaſe of his Felicity. By 
poſſeſſing him, all that is amiable and 
excellent in the Creatures, may be en- 
joyed in a manner incomparably betrer 
than in the Creatures themſelves. His - 
Infinite Goodneſs can ſupply all our 
wants, ſatisfy all our deſires, allay all 
our ſorrows, conquer all qur fears. 
One Beam of his Countenance can re- 
vive the ſpirit dead in ſorrow, and bu- 


" ried in deſpair. The Prophet Jeremy 


Lam 3.24. 


ta the deſolation of his Countrey, ſup- 
ports himfelf with his Intereſt in God : 
The Lord is my portion, ſaith my ſoul. 
The expreſſion {ignites the truth and 
ſtreegth of bis affectionate choice of 
God as his chijefeſt Good. What loſs 
can make a Chriſtian poor, whoſe Trea- 
fure is above? What danger anxious, 
whoſe heart is fixed, truſting in the 
Lord ? What diſaſter unhappy, whoſe 
Blefſedaefs is in Heaven ? What Death 
can deſtroy him, whole Life zs hid wich 
Chriſt in God ? Deprive him of all the 
cantents of this world, yet by Commu» 
non with God, Heaven deſcends to 
him, or he aſcends to Heaven, where 
God is all ia all: The blefled Reward 
is not reſerved wholly. till hereafter. 
| Divine 
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Divine Joy. is not deferred till our en- 
trance into the Celeſtial Kingdom : 
There *tis a refined Joy from all mix- 
ture of Sorrow ; *tis infinitely increa- 
ſed; there ſpiritual Joy meets eternal 
Joy ; bur it begins here : 'The gracious 
Soul has a taſte and ſight how good the 
Lord ts, as an earneſt of'\ the fulneſs 
of Joy in Heaven. Hope brings ſome 
Leaves of the Tree of - Life, to refreſh 
us with their fraprancy ; but Love, of 
its Fruits to firrengthen us. As tranſ- 
planted Fruits, where the Soil is de- 
fetive, and the Sun leſs favourable, 
are not of that Beauty and Goodneſs as 
in their Original Country ; fo-Heaven- 
ly Joys 1a this Lifeare inferior in their 
degree to thoſe of the blefſed above, 
but they are very reviving. JI» the Pi. 94 
mult itnde of my thoughts within mz, thy "9: 
comforts delight my ſoul.  ?'TFis the tri 
umphant Exultation of the Prophet ; 
Although the figtree ſhall not bloſſom, nei-' Hab. 3- 
ther (hall fruit be in the vines, the labowy 71 "- 
of the olive (hall fail, and the fields ſhall 
yield no meat , the flock ſhall be cut off 
from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd 
in the ſtalls; yet will I rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my ſalva- 
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tin. He. ſuppoſeth himſelf in extre- 
mity, utterly deſtitute not only of the 
Refreſhments, but Supports. of Life ; 
yet he knows how nor only to be patient 
and contented, bur joyful in the. moſt 
forlora Condition. Joy isan AﬀeRtion 
proper to- the happy ſtate: {nthe addy of 
proſperity rejoice. And in his deepeſt 
AfiQtion he had ſuch a Felicity in the 
Favour of God, that no external want 
could diminiſh. . The Tree of Life 
brought forth Fruits for every Moath 5 
our bleſſed. Redeemer, typified by it ; 
has Confolations for the moſt deplora- 
ble and deſolate Condition: -If he ays 
to the afflicted Soul, I am thy Salvation, 
and within a little while thou ſhalt be 
with me for ever in Glory, it ſufficeth. 

Rejoice in the Lord always ; again 1 ſay, 

rejoice, It is the moſt affeQtionare Coun: 

ſel of the Apoſtle. Theſe are not inac- 
ceſſible heightsof Religion, and Points 
of Perfe&ion; to which none can arrive; 
unleſs extraordinary Saints 5; but are 

the experimental Prattice of humble, 
fiacere Chriſtians ; that ſay with the 

Pſalmiſt, Whom have we in heaven but 

thee ? and there is none upon earth we de- 


fire beſides thee. "The guilty mm 
: | O 
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of vexatious diſcontents and immode- 
rate griefs under, outward loſſes and 
troubles, is a falſe J udzment ; that God 
without the World is not ſufficient for 
our compleat Felicity. Who, unleſs a 
Perſon diftraQed and fooliſh, would ſay 
that the magaificeat Feaſt of ys mt 
that was prepared to ſhew the Riches 
and Glory of his Kingdom, was mean 
and poor, becauſe there was not ſet be- 
fore the numerous Gueſts in Diſhes of 
Gold, Graſs and Acorns, the Food of 
Brutes? * Tis equal folly to imagine that 
Gad, . who is an infinite Good, ſuitable 
to the ſpiritual immortal Nature of the 
Soul, and All-ſufficieat to fill: the. vaſt 
capacity and .deſites Pr our, Angelical 
Faculties, the Underſtanding and: Will, 
by. his glorious PerfeQions ; : that,; God, 
I ſay.,;.cannot. make. us. happy. io his 
Love, becauſe.,qur lower Animal Fa» 
culties,. our Senſes, have n ot,.49.:our 
Communion with him, What ei let 
tg,their carnal Appexites. - he Snow/e 
in. the-Capticles 1s. Kar RIO, AS "5 
eras Thorzs,, eacompals'd; an 
d with injurious. | es yl ſh 
; forth ia. riumphant Joy,, 1 
—_ loved's,, and ey is mine; by an 1r- 
revocable 
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revocable donation ſhe gave her Heart 
roChtift, and reciprocaly Hegave bim- 
WF th hers ;* ſhe de al} inferior 
chings; atd refted in his Love as her 
fole Felicity. In ſhort, 'none are £coh- 
cerned tyloſe the weak light of a Can- 
dit at Noon'day,” when the St pours 
forth a-deluge of Light ro-Muſtrate all 
things and the Soul that enjoys the 
propitious Preſerice'of God, is farisfred 
rherewith when tower Cotnforts fail. 


DirtÞ. 3. Let: vs noSerate our Va. 
arg and Aﬀettions to' things be» 
$40 22 
Tins 'is a Colfequence of the for- 
met ;-for if 'the heart be fall of God, 
4 willnor admit #ny itiferiot Objet to 
rivatbity in his Throne, Tf we conſi- 
der the'vaft diſtance between'the Per- 
— & the Creitor, and the faint 
| iogs of them in the Creatare, 
wr R pets and Love ſhonld be-ac- 
cotdingly.' Reaſon, Authority, Exam: 
ple, Expeticnce,' convince us that 'all 
thi Tyr 'below areempty Vatities :' Pt 
rele y to ſeek for Hap: ppines here; 
LG the Language of "rhe 
An reg to bes eek the res. Now Hoe _ 
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If: our Felicity be from the Light and 
Warmth of Creatures, how ealily is it 
quenched, and we are in irrecoverable 
Darkneſs ? Whea there is exorbitant 
: Love, and diflolute Joy un the poſleſ- 
' ſing, there will be extteam and deſpe- 
rate Sorrow in loliag. One irregular 
. Paſſion. feeds' and maintains another. 
'The heart is diſpoſed to contrary Ex- 
'cremities , and ;pafſts from the Fire to 
the Froſt : 'The'unequal Spirit (wells 
or links, accarding to the outward Con- 
dition. Iris the wiſe advice of the 
Apoſtle, rbat me rejoice as if 'we rejoired Panam de 
vor, and then'we ſhall weep as if- we wept ade 
ors Affliltions are intolerable or light, [tie -—_ 
according co.our apprehenfion of them ; /«:itis & 
-an-indifferency of temper to the things 59% 
of this world, difpoſeth to Self-denial a -; cyp. 
univerſally, as God is pleaſed totry us. #4 Pemer 
'Fhis was the holy and happy temper of 

Devid, Surely Thchaved and quicted my PN. 111. 
ſelf as a child that is weaned of his mo- 

ther, my ſoul is even as a weaned child : 
Indiffereat to manage a Scepter or a 
Sheep-hook, according to God's Plea- 

fure. : If we can deny our ſelves, we 

ſhall bumbly yield ro God. If we can 
finccrely fay, Not -_ Wills, we ſhall 
| 2 
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{ readily repeat our Saviour's Submiſſion, 
' But thy Will be done. 4 


Diret#. 4. A prudent forecaſt of pol- 
ſible Evils as future to us, arms us with 
Patience to ſuſtain them. Since Man 
was expell'd from the Terreſtrial Para- 
diſe, and is below the Celeftial,: he is 
liable to innumerable. afflictiog Acci- 
dents. His condition ' here 1s like an 
open Sea, ſo voluble. and inconſtant, 
{o violent and furious :.'Sometimes the 
Ships are raiſed upon the top. of the 
Waves, as if they failed in the' Air; 
and ſometimes plunged into the Waters, 
and'ready to be ſwallowed up': Such 
frequent changes happen in our paſſage 
to Eternity, and it 1s. mercifully order- 
ed ſo by the Divine Wiſdom, that we 
may ſo uſe the World, as not to abuſe 
it and our ſelves, by overvaluing and 
_affeQting it. It is a Contemplation'of 
Theodoret, that the Sun and Moon, \the 
molt. glorious Luminaries of Heaven, 
and ſo beneficial to: the Earth, would 
be honoured as Deities, if, they always 
appeared with the ſame invariable- te- 
nour of Light: And therefore God 
wiſely diſpoſed of their Motions; that 

at 
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at the revolution of certain Periods they 


ſhould ſuffer an Eclypſe, that the igno- 
rant world might be convinced they 
were but parts of Nature, appointed 
for the ſervice of Man, and are not 
worthy of Divine Honour. Thus we 
ſee, that often the brighteſt and fulleſt 
Proſperity is eclypled, to convince us 
by the miſerable Changes in this world, 
that the beſt eſtate of Man is altoge- 
ther Vanity, and that theſe things are 
utterly ;nfficient to make us happy, 
and are not worthy of the chief regard 
and affetion of our immortal Souls. 
To ſet: our hearts on them, is to build 
on the Sand, and to expoſe our ſelves 
to ruinous Falls by every Storm. A 
ſudden Blaſt overthrows the Pabrick of 
Fancy, our conceited Happineſs in the 
enjoyment of periſhing things. Our 
greateſt Comforts may occaſion our 
greateſt Afflictions : The Glory of a Fa- 
mily may occaſion the Grief of it. Now 
the conf(ideration of the mutable nature 
of: things here below, keeps the heart 
looſe from them, fortifies us with pro- 
per Thoughts to bear evils that hap- 
pen , and prevents diſappointments , 
that is an aggravating circumſtance of 

| I 3 our 
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Mat. 6.34- 


our troubles, and a great vexation to 
the Mind, The J/raelites when tranſ> 
ported from the Land of Canaan to Ba- 
bylan, felt the rigors of their Captivity 
the mare ſenlibly , in that they were 
confident 1n their term and ſtate in that 
Land, as their permanent Inheritance : 
To be expelled from ſo rich a Country 
wherein they promiſed themſelves 
Reſt, was a high degree of their Mi- 
{ery. | 

There is 1adeed a pre-vifian of Evils 
that may befal us, that has Torment, 
that anticipates and exaſperates Miſery. 
Fear, that gives the Signal of approach- 
ing Evils, often brings more terror 
than caution, and like a timerous Cex- 
tinel by a falſe Alarm, aſtoniſhes rather 
than prepares the Mind to encounter 
with danger. OurSaviour ſtridtly for- 
bids ſuch perplexing apprehenfions-of 
future evils, as moſt unbecoming Chri- 
ſtians, who are under the perpetual 
Providence of their Heavenly Father. 
Take no thought for the morrow, the more 
row ſhall take thought for the things of it 
ſelf. But on the contrary, to be ſecure 
in our Proſperity, as if- we ſhould al- 
ways enjoy a favourable courſe of 
| things, 
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things, as if qur moſt flouriſhing Com- 
ores did not. ſpring from an earthly 
Celery and might be ſuddeply blaſt. 
ed, or eaſily cut down, is to lay aur 
ſ#lyes open ta ſurprizing Diſardecs and 
Perplexitigs, when Eyils befal us. * Tis 
the: wiſe Cquaſel of St. Peter to Belie- 
vers, Think it ot ſtrange concervipa the 
fiery trial, which is to try you, 4s if - fame 
ſtrange thing happen'd to you : For un- 
expected Adverlity falls upon. the. Soul 
io its full weight, and ſyddenly over- 
throws it. Uncamtartable Acgidents 
firiks to the heart, when tis not arm'd 
to receive the Blow ; Whereas the re- 
membrance of our frail and fickle ſtate, 
makes us leſs troubled in afflitiys 
Changes, -becauſe progeny for what 
may happen £9 us. - 


Dire. 5, Seriqus and moyraful Re- 
fleFions upon our Guilt, and what we 
deſerve from Divine Juſtice,; is bath 3 
Motive and a Means to ſuppreſs Impa- 
tignce and Indjgnation. and to Allay in» 
ofrdigate grief in, our Sufferingg. We 
are directed by the wiſe Preacher, 1x 
eds C4 edverſicy conſider : 1s isa pro- 

ver (oa £0 _ Conſcjence , 79 
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ſearch and' try our ways,' to take-a fad 
and ſerious examination of our Lives. 
If God ſhould exa@ the rigid:-ſcore of 
our Debts, and make us as miſerable as 
we are ſinful, yet there is the greateſt 
reaſon to juſtify him , and accuſe our 
ſelves ; much more when our Paniſ- 
ment is far below our Deſerts. '  « 
Humility is the Mother of Meek- 
neſs, they are Graces of the ſame Com- 
plexion and Features. Our Saviour-in 
the order of the Beatitudes, firſt decla- 
red, Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, that 
have a low conceit of themſelves; as 
nothing in Spirituals, and worſe than 
nothing 1n Sin ; as empty of all that is 
holy and good, and compounded of all 
evil: And Bleſſed are thoſe that mourn, 


 1na ſenſe of their fins: And then, Blef- 


{ed are the meek: And theſe are very 
congruouſly joined, for Mecknels is a 
Diſpoſition inſeparable from the other. 
He that duly conſiders himſelf to be a 
wretched Creature, a worthleſs Re- 
bel, and is humbly and forrowfully:af- 
feted for his unworthineſs, his Paſh- 
ons will be ſubdued; andas melted Me- 
tal receives any form, ſo he patiently 
ſuffers what God inflicts. A _ 

heart 
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heart is an acceptable ſacrifice to God, Pha. 51. 
and implies a: tender. ſenile of Sin, as 
the Offence and Diſhonour of the holy 
and gracious God, 1n alluſion to a bro- 
ken Bone, that has an exquiſite ſenſe 
of any hurt: And it may be extended 
to ſignify a Heart that is compliant and 
ſubmiſſive-toGod's Will, in-alluſion. to 
a Horſe that is broken, and-'ealily ma- 
naged by the Reins of the. Rider. Con- 
trition for Sia is always: joined with 
Reſignation: to the chaſtiſing .Provis 
dence of God. 7 bo 

.- Beſides, Godly Sorrow will. leſſen 
Natural Sorrow. Sin firſt deſerves our 
Grief, and the ſharpeſt accents of our 
Lamentation ſhould be iplaced-upon1t 4 
and the more ſenſible we are of 1t, the 
lighter will Afiition be to us. As the 
opening a Vein ſtops/by. Reyullioa, a 
Flux of Blood in another parc ; ſo the 
turning the Stream of Sorraw from Af- 
fliftion to Sin, , is a powerful means; to 
make it ceaſe: iThere is; Health in the 
bitterneſs of Phyſick, and Joy in the 
depth of this: |Sadnels.. - Briefly , Re- 
pentance 4anclines the Heart' of. God, 
and opens. his.-tender compaſſions' to 
-the afflifted;,' We have an admirable 
| Exam- * 
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Example of this in the caſe of affli- 
ed Ephraim: Upon his Penitential 
Complaint, the expreſſion of his Grief 
and Shame for his Sin, God graciouſly 
anſwers, Is Ephraim my dear ſon? Is he 
4 pleaſant child ? For ſince T ſpake againſt 
him, 1 do earnefily remember him ſtill : 
Therefore my bowels are troubled for him; 
T will ſurely have mercy on him, {aith the 
Lord. ' When the relenting Sinner is 
covered with Tears, the great Coms 
forter deſcends, and brings healing to 
the troubled Waters: This advice is 
more neceſſary for the afflited, becauſe 
uſually” the Rroaks of Providence are 
roperly a Reproof and CorreQtion for 
hs the application of a Corroſive 
implies that ſome corrupt matter:is to 
be diſcharged: God is provoked by 
their negle&s, and though Love can- 
not hate, it may be angry ; and with- 
out renewing their Repentance , and 
recovering his Favour, . their AMiQi- 
ons are -very uncomfortable. *Tis ex- 
treamly {ad to feel the ſting of a guilty 
Conſcience within , and. the Diſplea- 
ſure of God without. . The Burthen 
is heavy and oppreffing, chat is laid up- 
on a wounded Back. It is therefore 
our 
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our beſt Wiſdom and Duty , ts ſearch 
our hearts and try our ways , that we 
may diſcover what 1s the procuring 
cauſe of our troubles, ard txrn unfeign+ 
edly to the Lord, This will endear af- 
flicted Souls ro God, and incline him 
to afford gracious ſupports to them. Tr 
is true, ſometimes our ſufferings are de- 
figned for Trial, eſpecially when they 
areFor Righteouſneſs fake. Counter- 
feir Coin, though with a fair Stamp 
and -Infcription , is diſcovered by the 
Fire ; thus meer titular Chriſtians, ſpe- 
ctous Hypocrites, are made known by 
Perſecutions :' But true ſubſtantial Gold 
endures the Fire withour lofs, and the 
more *tis tried , the more *tis refined. 
Thus the true Chriſttan, whom nei- 
ther the gain of the World, nor the lofs 
of Life can remove from the ſtedfaſt 
owning 'of the holy Truth, has a clear 
manifeſtation” of his Sincerity. And 


it is a peculiar favour and honour, when. 


God calls forth his Servants to the 
hardeſt Trials for his Name's fake ; *tis 
the nobleſt way of Service, a ſpecial 
Conformity to the Son of God, more 
glorious than the refembling his Power 
in doing Miracles. In this the _ 
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here have a capacity of ſerving God 
above the Angels ; for the Obedience of 
the Angels is always joined with their 
Happineſs , but the Obedience of the 
Saints here, 1s often attended with Adz 
verſity, and is more valuable to them 
upon that account: AS a Soldier of 
Courage and Generolity , when he is 
choſen from the reſt of the Army. for 
ſome bold Exploit, values the Choice 
of the General, as a ſignal mark of the 
eſteem of his Valour and Pidelity. - To 
you it is given, not only to believe, but 
zo ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake. This is juſt 
matter of Joy. Innocence, with the 
faithful Companion of it, a good Con- 
{cience, makes our Sufferings from the 
rage and violence of men,. to be com- 
fortable. There may bea Feaſt within 
the Houſe, when a Storm of Hail rat- 
tles upoa the Tiles. But it is ſometimes 
ſo ordered by Divine Providence, that 
the evils we ſuffer are of a mixt nature, 
partly Chaſtiſements, and: partly Tri- 
als. 'This was the caſe of the Believing 
Hebrews, to-whom the Apoſtle direQs 
his Counſel; their Perſecution was 
from the unrighteous Pagans, for a 
Cauſe purely Religious ; / but *ewas 
per- 


— 
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permitted by ghe Righteous God, as a 
-Puniſhmear: for their ſins. : And here 
the Divine. Wiſdom and Goodneſs is 
admirable, that the ſame AMiQion 1s 
-inaftrumeantal'for the purifying of his 
[Servants from ſin, and the advance- 
ment of his glorious Goſpel. The firſt 
-and moſt immediate. effeCt of his Diſci- 
pline, is the humbling and ſanQifying 
them, to preparethem far his Love, by 
which they are fortified to bear coura- 
-giouſly:the worlt Evils for his lake. 


Dire##. 6. Apply the Mind toconſi- 

der the Bleflings 'we receive,/as well as Sy 

'the Evils we' endure. Whilit the in- 

tenſe. Thoughts/are fixt-upon the Croſs, 
the Soul'is racke with inward Tortures, 

-but did:we turn our eyes upon our En- 
-joyments, and the Comfarts that are in- 
;terwoven with our Troubles, -it would 

'be a means not; only to compoſe us to 

Patience but. Thankfulneſs. /The Apo- | 
file dires us #0:truſt inthe living God, 1 Tim, 6. 
who giveth all things richly to enjoy. In "7: 

the paoreſt and loweſt ſtate of. Life, 

'we have many favoursandeffetts of his 
-xich Bouncy-3:and it is the ignorance of 

:our deſeryings and of our hy > 
+811 that 


—— 
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that cauleth diſcontent and/murmuriag 
uader our troubles. Particularly;: this 
Conſideration will be effeQual- to. ge- 
preſs the Diſcontent that is ape to kin- 
dic ia our: Breafts, upow. the ſight of the 
different Diſpenſations of Providence; 
that ſome are exempredifram 'the cur- 
rent' Adverſictes of the-world,, and live 
in caſe and pleaſure, whilſt. we arc de- 
prived of many outward:; Comforts. 
Suppoſe a fick perſon in: extream  Po- 
verty, were::received by a rich and þ- 
beral Lord into his Houſe, and conve- 
nient' Food, and precious: Medicines 
were provided for him,: without his de- 
{ert,or poſſibility.of reenbution ; would 
he be ſo fooliſhand inſolent, as to com- 
plain of unkind and unworthy uſage, 
becauſe ſome others 1n:the Family have 
a more plentiful: Table and richer Ha- 
bit allowed them ? On the contrary, jet 
us look down ro thoſe who are below 


/ us: How many are pdor and miſert- 


ble in the want of all things acedful for 
the ſupport of Life ? How' many ave 
under tormenting pains, or in deſpe- 
rate ſadneſs, and have no taſte and 
. comfort in their abundance? How ma- 

ny are fallen iacro deep Miſery, _ 
| tnat 
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that aggravated: by the afMfifting 'Me- 
mory of former Happinefs ? How ma- 
ny are ſurrounded by their cruel Ene+ 
mies, and fee no refuge, no fanQtuary 
for their eſcape, bur a neceffity of pe: 
riſhing? And can we pretend a'betrer 
title to the Mercies of 'God, thin our 
Fellow-Wortns ? Our Original is from 
nothing', «nd our Works are ſinful : 
That we are not ſodefolately miſerable 
as others, when equally guilty, is from 
the rich poodneſs of God, and ſhould 
make us thankful. IVA 
Add/futther} Let the\tmoft- afflicte Y 
Safnt in rhe world compare his Condi 
tion with that of the moſt ptoſperous 
wicked: Petforis , and the” cottparifon 
will beeffeQual to endear God ro hi, 
and quiet his Paffions under fofferings. 
The good things of this world 'in 
their abundance , variety , and -excel- 
tence, cannot make a Sinner'truly hap 
: the Miſertes of this Life in 
ds and degrees, cannot make a good 
Man 'etterly miſerable ; nay, they are 
inefttmably more happy it therr fuffer- 
ings; that the Wicked in their proſpe- 
Tity. Manna rains from Heaven while 
they are in the Wilderneſs; ſupports 


and 


'The'Greac Duty 


and comforts are from the-Love.of God 
ſhed abroad 1n- their hearts. ; and their 
preſent Afflitions are a ſeed of \Eternal 
Joys to qualify and. prepare: them for 
the Joy of, Heaven. .Qur, Saviour, 
from whoſe Judgment we. receive: the If 
true Weights and Meaſures. of. things, 
to regulate our Eſteem and AﬀeStions, 
declares his Diſciples, when under the 
ſharpeſt Perſecutions of -the.tongues or 
hands of.,their Enemies , - under Diſ- 
grace, Calumaies, Tortures,aad Death, 
even then he declares them. Bleſſed, for 
the Kingdom of. Heaven belongs ta them ; 
and Heaven.is ſuch -a! rranſcendeat Bleſ: 
ſedneſs, that the lively, Hope ,of - it, as 
the Reward and; End of. our; AﬀficQi- 
ons, Makes vs bleſſed here,z:And the 
moſt profperaus. Ganers are by; the lame 
infallible rule, qniſerable here; for: the 
treliltible, irremediable. Miſery that is 
ordain'd. and prepar'd for them 4n Hell, 
they : would. deceive. themſelves with 
the Paigtings. of . Happineſs ; with. an 
airy LMASNAr Y. happineſs ; Tf ; Whilſt che 
Senſes -are - falled.,, the- Soul is,emprty : 
But they. ſhall. not long enjoy. the eaſe 
of their ignorance;and fſecurnty ; -the 
World'can' do-no more. to .make them 
happy, 


.of Beſtgnation. 
happy, than if one ſhould compound 

and temper a draught, and give it to 

the. Poor and Miſerable, that induces 

Sleep and pleaſant Dreams for a few 

hours, but when they awake they are 

{till poor and miſerable. Our Saviour 
pronounceth a , Woe to the rich and 

full, zo thoſe that laugh now, for they 

ſhall weep and monry : Their falſe de- 

ceitful Felicity , will end in real Mi- 

ſery. Ir is * St. 4nſtin's Queſtion , * 5; 
Who would not prefer Griet with a ifs prope- 
ſober Mind, before the .Jollity of a ps mig 
Phrenzy ? Who would be a Merry au jere? 
Madman ? for he-is- only happy in his &# f 94 
Fancy , and- fancies himſelf fo, only 9P"4®, 
becauſe he is diſtratted : And according /« :antum 
tothe Rules of true Wiſdom, the wortt tor] 
eſtate of a Saint, when lamenting 2 via 
and languiſhing under Troubles , 15 * «bg: 
more eligible than the belt eſtate —_ 
of a Sinner, whea triumphing in Pra- quan mer 
ſperity. re alienate 


ridere. Aus 
guſt.Tra#F. 


PF >Dirett. 7 Laſtly, Frequent and fer- «: #8. 


vent Prayer to the Father of mercies, 
and God of all conſolation, is a bleſſed 
Means to ſupport the Spirit, and make 


it humble and obedient tothe afliting 


K Pro« 
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Providence of God. *Tis Divine Coun- 
ſel, 1s any afflicted, let him pray. *Tis 
Prayer opens the Heart, and' carnal 
Grief breathes out; Prayer opens Hea- 
ven, and Divine Joy flows into the 
Soul; the King of Glory keeps no 
State, there is always eaſy Accels to 
his Throne, and his Ears are always 
open to his humble Suppliants. His 
moſt gracious Nature inclines him to 
fuſtain us in our dejeQions. We have 
a powerful Plea from his Compaſhons 
to encourage our Prayers ingrear Trou- 
bles. He will regard the Prayer of the 
deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their Prayer. 
The moſt glorious Attribute of the'Spt- 
rit, the Comforter, 1s molt uſeful and 
beneficial tro afiQted Suppliants : At 
fiction is the Seaſon, and Prayer 'the 
Sphere of his ACtivity. That our 
Prayers may prevail , theſe following 
Rules muſt be obſerved. oh 


-_ 1. They muſt be addreſſed with an 


/ humble Truſt on the Mercies of God, 


chat incline him to relieve and ſuſtain 


Jam, 1. 6, the aMifted, Thus St. James dires 


the afflicted, to ask in fatth, nothing 
wavering. Weread in Scripture of his 
Bowels, 
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Bowels, the light:of his Countenance; 
his melting Eye; che ſofr, ſerene, com- 
paſſhonate Expreſles' of his, moſt graci- 
ous Nature towards his ſuffering Peo- 
ple. He doth;not eſteem himſelf more. 
honoured with the glorious: Titles of 


.our Creator and King , than with the 
amiable endearing Name of our Fa- 
ther ; and witha Confidence becoming 
that Relation; we are directed by his 
Divine Son to make our Requeſts to 


him. *Tis, recorded of Azgn/tus the riderir 
Emperor, That when one preſerited a i 2m 


Petition to him in a timerous and: ſhy 


riger? elee 
phanti, 


tnanner, that Generous Prince , whoſe Macrob. 


Humanity Was equal to his Dignity; - 


was moved with diſpleaſure, as-if it 
had bzen a tacit Reproach that he was 
of an untrafable fierce Nature: Thus 
*ris a diſparagement of God's Benig- 
tity and Clemency; when we pray to 
him in a diffident manner : He is more 
-pleaſed in doing of us good , than we 
cat-be in receiving it. Indeed, if the 
Promiſes of God did not encourage 
our Hopes; we ſhould not preſume fr 


much of his AﬀeQion, as to lay the 
burthen of our Cares and Sorraws ot 
his Arms ; but Heaven is not fuller of 
| = 


Stars 
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Stars to enlighten the darknefs of the 
Night, than the Scripture is of preci- 
ous Promiſes for the refreſhing the 'diſ- 
conſolate. When the Church com- 
12.49. 14, plained, The Lord hath forſaken me , 
#5, 1% and my Lord hath forgotten me ; What 
aſſurance does he give of his moſt 'ten- 

der and unchangeable Love to: hef ; 

Can a woman forget her ſucking child, 

that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 

fon of her womb ? yea, they may forget, 

get will I not forget thee. Behold, I have 
graventhee upon the palms of my hanis: 

If he cannot forget himfelf, he cannot 

forget his People. *Tis his dear Title, 

2 Cor. 7-* God that comforts thoſe who ate' caſt 
Aown. *oW 

Add to this, the Intereſt of the Saints 

in Jeſus Chriſt, who ever lives ro make 

" Tatercefſion for them. None is more 
tenderly inclined to Mercy, than he 
that has ſuffered Miſery : And he fek 
our Sorrows, that he might afford re- 
lief and ſuccour to us. Whilſt our'Sa- 
viour was upon the Earth, and was fol- 
lowed by a multitude of diſeaſed mK- 
ſerable Perſons, Virtue went out of 
him, and healed them all : And fince 
his Aſcent to Heaven, has he with- 
drawn 
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drawn that univerſal healing Virtue, 
and left us under irremediable and un- 
mitigable Sorrows ? Did his compaſſio- 
nate Eye regard all that were aMiQed, 
and are we now out of his fight? Then 


ſuch was his indulgent Humility, that: 


although he could have performed the 
Cure by a Word, yet he readily offered 
to attend a ſick Servant ; 1 will come 
nd heal him: And now he is raiſed 
from his humble ſtate on Earth to the 
Throne of Heaven, does he diſdain te 
extend his merciful Hand for our Re- 
lief? No, his Heart and Love is the 
fame in Heaven as upon the Earth. 
”T'is true, he !5s exempted from all pal 
fionate Frailties, all afliting AﬀeRi- 
ons that arc inconſiſtent with the PFeli- 
city and Glory of his Kingdom :; But 
he ſtilj retains the ſame ſolid Love, the 
ſame Godlike Compaſſion , the ſame 
ready Will to ſupport and deliver his 
People in Miſery. Nay, if the change 
of his ſtate could have made any 1n 
him, it could be no other than what is 
recorded to the immortal Honour of 
Veſpaſian, by one that had experience 
of his Royal Bounty ; Thar the rai- 
ſing him to the Imperial Throne made 

' | K 3 no 


135 The GreatDiity 


Nee quic- no alteration in his Breaft, but that his 


———_ 


Jum i * Power was enlarged equal to his Willo 


forrme doing good. Our Saviour in his exal> 
_— tation at the Right Hand of God, has 
arſe :an- all Power, equal to his Infinite Love, 
rndem peſ-» that is ſuitable to the permanent Re- 
fer , *40 lation between him and the Saints: He 
 * + 1s their Head, and they his Members: 
And was there ever {uch a Miracle, or 

rather Montter in Nature, that the 

Head the moſt eminent part, the Seat 

of all the Senſes, did not reſent a Wound 

made 1n the Foot, the loweſt and moſt 

ſervile part of the Rody ? Does it not 
pr expreſs its real Complaints * 

or the natural union of the parts com- 
municates the ſenſe of the pain ſuffered 

by any to the 'whole. And ſuch is the 
ſpiritual ' Union between the Divine 

Head and his Members, that from Hea- 

ven he rebuk'd the cruel Perſecutor of 

the Saints, in Language expreſſing the 

WY” Union of Charity between himſelf and 
Gaidſantes EDD > Sant, Why perſecuteſt, thou me? 
»:, quia He does not ſay, Why perſecuteft thou 
_— ”e- my Saints, why my Servants, but hy 
=: rſs me? Though he is not capable of any 
queris? ſorrowful ſenſe, yet his AﬀeCtions are 
498 quick and vigorous to his People. If it 
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were. poſſible that his Joy, wherewith 
he is infinitely bleſſed, ſhould be in- 
creas'd, it would be in the Effufions of 
his Goodneſs to afflicted Chriſtians. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mer*= 
cy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
How heavy ſoever the Calamities are, 
ket them not fink our Spirits into De- 
ſpair , but raiſe them to nearer ap- 
proaches to the God of Conſolation. 

2. The Prayers of the afflicted muſt 
be always with ſubmiſſive deference to 
the Will and Wiſdom of God, as to the 
manner, the degrees, and time of his 


delivering them. AfMiCtions are not 


peremptory and immutable Diſpenſati- 
ons, but conditional, for holy and good 
Ends, and we may humbly pray for 
their removal. *Tis no reſiſting of 
Providence, to addreſs to the Divine 
Majeſty with frequent and fervent Re- 
queits, That he would pleaſe to take 
his chaſtifing Hand off from us Upon 
David's humble Prayer, the deftroying 
Angel was commanded to ceaſe ; in the 
midft of Judgment Mercy interpoſed, 
It « enough. But we are apt to be tm- 


patient 1a our Troubles, and by haſty 
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1mpetuous dclires of Eaſe: and Delive- 
rance, diſturb our Tranquility, and of- 
fend God. As thoſe who are diſeaſed 
with a Rheumatiſm, being worle in 
the Night than the Day, impatiently 
long for rhe riling Sun to diſpel the op- 
preſing Humours, and cheer their Spt- 
rits: SO 1n our Afﬀictions we 1mpa- 
tiently renew our Requeſts, Lord, how 
long ? Lord, make haſte ; not repoling 
our ſelves' on his Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, who will do what is beſt for us. 
God 1s both our Father and Phyſician, 
-and when the: corrupt Humours are 
purged away; will give Cordials and 
Reſtoratives to his afMicted Children. 
The Prophet tells us,* He that believes, 
wakes not haſte ; he doth not by undue 
means ſeek to remedy his Evils , nor 
paſſionately and unquictly follicit the 
accompliſhment of the Promiſes, be- 
fore the ſeaſon appointed by the Divine 
Decree , for that is to deſire that his 
Mercy 1::5uld be diſplayed to the pre- 
judice cf his Imrmutability ; but hum: 
"_ waits God's Pleaſure, 

- 3- Let the main delires of the as. 
ficted be for Liviae Grace, ( which 
Is never More neceſſary and uſeful than 
| in 
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in Troubles) that they. may glorify 
God , and obtain their eminent End, 
the Salvation 'of their Souls þy them. 
We are oiten very ardent in our Pray- 
ers for trivial things, negleQing the 
moſt neceſſary and important. As if 
a Priſoner loaden with Irons ſhould 
paſſionately intreat , that his Chains 
{hould be gilded, not looſed. How 
many ſpend their zealons AﬀeQions in 
praying for temporal things, wherein 
their Happineſs does not conſiſt. One 
of the reaſons why God heaps upon 
rebellious Sinners the good things of 
this Life, is to inſtruct us how deſpica- 
ble they arein his accquat, things to be 
thrown away, as he ſeems todo. And 
he ofcen refuſes the Petitions of his 
Servants - concerning temporal things. 
When Pelopidus interceded with Epa- Non auair 
minondas the wiſe Governor of the ng - 

Thebans, for the Freedom of a baſe nwn ducir 
Fellow that for {ome Crime was com- ſu bene? 
titted to Priſon, he denied his Requeſt; 
and preſently releaſed him upon the de- 

fire of a vile Harlot : And gave this 

reaſon ,-It was a Favour not worthy 

the Dignity of Pelopidas, but ſuitable 

'to the Quality of ſuch a — , 
$-- 3 5 8”, —_ n 
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And ſometimes we pray for things 


"dangerous and hurtful to our Souls; 


and 'tis becoming the Providence and 
Love of our Heavenly Father , to de- 
ny our il|-counſe]'d deſires. Let us there- 
fore be more intent and importunate in 
our Petitions, that our A fittions may be 
ſanQified, than removed. We have nei- 
ther Underſtanding nor Strength, how 
to order our ſelves, how to bear and im- 
prove great Affictions. St. Paw! declares, 
IT have learn'd'in every conaition to be con- 
tent. By the Revelation of the Goſpel, 
and the Holy Spiric's teaching that all 
his Earthly Troubles ſhould end in the 
Heavenly Glory, he was inſtruQted in 
that Science of the Saints. We are 
therefore diretted, If any man want 
wiſdom, that is, how to manage him- 
ſelf patiently under A ffiictions, /et him 
ask it-of God, who gives to all liberally, 
and upbraids wor. If Afﬀiictions are 
{ore and ſudden, it is very hard to com- 
poſe and ſupport the Spirit. The Paſ- 
{ions are Servants of Senſe, rather than 
obedient to Reaſon, and by their firſt 
violent - Motions ſurprize the Mind, 
and overcome it before it perceives the 
Aſſault 3 he that is-not a Maſter, is a 
Slave 
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Slave to them. Or ſuppoſe no angry 
Reſiftance, no impetuous Paſſions in 
the afflicted Breaſt, yer the Heart bleeds 
mwardly', and faints away. David 
had natural Courage to encounter a 
Lion, yet he was ſo diſconfolate in his 
Troubles, that he was fain to argue 
againſt his Sadneſs; Why art thou caſt 
down, O my ſoul ? why art thou diſquiet- 
ed within me? And having raiſed his 
drooping Spirits, yet he relapſed to his 
firſt Faimtnefs , till by ſupplies from 
God he was confirmed in hope of De- 
liverance. The Apoftle implores the 
elorious Power of God, that the Co+ 
loſſians might be ftrengthied with all 
might, unto all patience, and long-ſufſet- 
ing with joyfulneſs. We ſhould link un- 
der heavy Sufferings, or be tired with 
the length of Miſeries, without his 
immortal Strength. Bur if the Power 
of God aſſiſt a weak Spirit, it will be 
finally victorious over all the Evils of 


the World, How many Martyrs of 


the Tender Sex, who would naturally 
tremble at a drawn Sword, yet by Di- 
vine Support deſpiſed the Tormentors, 


Pl. 42. 


Col. r. 


and all the Inſtruments of Cruelty. In 


them was an imitation of that Miracle 


of 


- 


—_— ——_— 
I42 


— 


a 


of Divine Power, when the Three 


' Joyful, finds everlaſting Comfort in 


— 
® » 


hildrea walked in the midſt of the 

ming Furnace , untouch'd by the 
Fire, God is ftiled the God of patience 
&nd conſolation. It is his ſole Preroga- 
tive to comfort the afflicted : I, ever I, 
am he that comforts you.. The Woman 
in the Goſpel :that. had a bloody Iflue, 
no human Art could afford her aid and 
relief: And when her Eſtate was waſt- 
ed 0n the Phyſicians, and her Strength 
by her Diſeaie, ſhe came to our Savi- 
our, and. by touching the Hem of his 
Garment, was preſcatly, healed, Thus 
the afflicted Spirit, whom no worldly 
things are able _to ſupport and make 


im | He ſatisfies the Soul with his 
Love, and eſtabliſhes this. Perſuaſion, 
That all things ſhall turn for the beſt tg 
his people. Now by Prayer the Divine 
Power and. Favour is engaged for our 
ſupport and deliverance. How. many 
Pſalms of David begin in Tears, and 
end in Triumph ? In his great Exigen- 
cy, when ready, to be ſwallowed up by 
his Enemies , .-be diſpatch'd a flying 
Prayer to Heaven for, relief ; Lord, 
take hold of - ſhield and buckler, and fland 

| up 
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for my help: And the Almighty: ap 
Mot in Ads for hr Refers al 
he recounts another bleffed Experience 
of the Efficacy of Prayer; Js the'ddy Pha. 138 
when I cried, thou anſweredſt.me;. and 
ftrengtheneſft. me with ftrenpth in; my. foul. 
The AfiQion was\ftilk-:incumbent, 
but did not overwhelmwum 35 which 
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4 od Doran 42 « _ van 
but here: forme Rays :of bis quickning.... wane. 


Countenance comfort this affliled Set. i 
vants 5 \While'chey -lift--up aheir Eyes .\5.; 
and Hearts to'this Sanfuary;/ia joyful cw 4:1 
Light bfeaks forth, thar-leads them-our— 2 
.of 'the dark Labyrinth-of rheicitroubled 
Thoughts. If the Saints remain-dif- 
'cvonſolate;it:is not for: want of-Mercy 
:and:Powet in God to refreſh their Sor- 
-rows, bur: from-negleQting to improve 
"their Intereſt .inhim; and.deriving;{fi- 
-rirual Comforts: from hi: fulneſsy 
humble believing Prayer:'.:When the 
Diſciples were: ſurprized with a ftorm 
6 | in 
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in; the 'Sea:of Tiberias, they toil d with 
ihard labour to fave the Ship, that was 
-hke:to be overwhelmed by .the Waves ; 


1; +but.all in yain; cill by their Cries they 


-waked our Saviour, who was aſleep in 
'the Ship. . He lifts wp his head, and the 
proud WEAUCS | preſently fink; he ſpeaks a 
-word- of :commutd', and. the: boifterons 
winds are; (filent.; ana « great tempeſt is 
relaanp ad into' 8: greet calm. This may 


3:54 4- ifirly repreſent the: aflited ſtate of a 


wzrer 1m ts 
Chriſt us, 
tempeſt ates 


iftas non 


-Chriſtien,: their Paſſions {well into a 
»ftormthey arerccady eo be overwhelm'd 
-with/T rovbles; but 'tis- þecauſe Chriſt 


poteris.Idco , fo in them ; they have 4iis Preſence 


fluftuabat 


Chriſtus 
dormicbat. 
Nevis twa 
£0r Tunm. 


Aug. 
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if they 44d: 3t not; but-catneft con- 
AſbentoPrayer:wil awake him, and-his 
propitigus cPreſence will |ſecure .them 
itrom sſhipmrack., and; make their 
1Breafls the:triue;Pacifick Sea, and bring 
'!chem-:{afely :20...the Blefled Etetna 

-Bbore: i753 2:11 i EE is ; 

. - Briefly 3:God iteaches: ps to' profit 
.-by our i&ffliQtions ,.vand. this: affords 
2matteri of | Jay and: [Thankſgiving; 
.[Fho::P/alwifh. declares:, Bleſſed # the 
\wnepcmbons. t hos abaſicneſt, i and inftratt- 
eſt axt: of / thy-baw. The Divine Teacher 
cgives a zight underfiandiog; of Suffer- 
N1 1nNg9, 
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ings, for whit end'ithey are fent, and 
ceacheth by 'the voice of: the"Rod to 
obey his Word; He'inftewAs/ us in'out 
Duty with the: clearet'*Conviftior 
and infuſertygtracious diſpefitons ſuira- 
ble to. his Do&rine.  Hegives:dire&t- 
ing Light , 4d a" ſeeing -Bye"toper= 
' | ceiveit ; hepreſents Heavenly Encou- 
| ragements, #nd prepares the Heart to 
. receive themm;'; Now what Paulſpeaks 
; | of the Croſs of Chriſt; is applicable to 
\ | the Croſſes of the Saints! God forbid 
that I ſhould 'glory bit 'in the croſs of 
Chriſt, by which the world-is' ermtified'to 
-e, and I to it, The Groſs of Chriſt 
made the Jews and -Papans*to' deſpiſe : -'T - 
and reje& the'Goſpel, efteeming vt'to - 
-be-groſs folly*to- expeQia glotious In» 
mortal- Life, from one-who was-ignb- 
miniouſly put to-Death ;*yet'that was 
the great Argument of the'Apoſtiet 
triumphant Joy, becauſe he felt the 
Virtue of it to unbind the Charms of 
the World, ſo admired by carnal Eyes. 
He looked upon it with the ſame dil- 
affeQion and diſregard , as one that is 
near expiring ; it appeared in his eyes 
rather asa loathſome ObjeQ, than with 
amiable qualities. 
Aad 
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-- And if the Croſs of a; 'Chriftian be 
the means; of, internal Mortification , 
if; thereby this vain deceiving World be 
render'd cqatemptible-; 0 him ,--and 
his AﬀcQions' are inflamed. to; things 
above, he will find cauſreo glory. in 
Tribulation. Ts; conclude this Argu- 
ment + - 

»» There is n0- AMiction wh great 
ſavers though with reſpe&-to natural 
means uaremovyable and, uomitigable, 
yet if it.be fanRiifed by, Divine Grace, 
s. Chriſtian even, while. heiis. fo afic- 
ed; has. mare:gauſe- of Joy: chan, Grief, 
more reaſon;;t9 bleſs God for tit, than 

dey 1.:0;;} repine : and * complain. Jn every 

bing give thanks , for. this is the will 

of God. ;in' Chriſt, Jeſs us: conerning you. 

He tures AMicions into Benefits, and 

our affectionate Prajics 8 are one. upon 
#þat account. = 1 


